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Community – Officer Feedback to LTP General Comments 
 
Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

143   143- Bev & Lew Marsh Vehemently against time limits on 
parking. They were “under the 
impression that submissions could 
be made until the end of April and 
nothing would be decided before 
May..Not that the signs will be up in 
May….The sight of all the signs 
everywhere looks awful”  

 Following community consultation, Council made 
the decision at the end of 2023 to introduce time 
limited parking in the Feilding CBD. 
The issue that Council is seeking community 
feedback on as part of the draft LTP is who should 
pay for the enforcement of this time limited 
parking.  

155   155- Anita Chan Please have full time local police. Put 
an end to drugs and crime. Don't hide 
the fact we have a terrible drug 
problem in Feilding. I witnessed my 
flatmate relapse and was horrible  
getting police and the mental health 
system involved.  
  
Have dogs on leashes in public parks. 
build another dog park. The amount 
of times dogs  have scratched my legs 
is ridiculous!    
Pay for parking. Get on with it. Its a 
revenue builder.    
Don't have too many projects going 
on at once because its too 
ambitious.   
  

 Council continues to advocate on behalf of the 
community for increased police presence. 
However, the staffing of police is not a matter over 
which Council has control. 
 
Council’s Dog Control Bylaw specifies those parks 
where dogs may be exercised off leash, must 
remain of a leash, or are prohibited. The next 
review is not due until 2029, but the bylaw is able 
to be reviewed earlier if there is sufficient evidence 
to suggest that there are issues with the current 
bylaw that need to be addressed. 
 
There is currently no community (or Council) 
appetite for paid parking in the Feilding CBD.  
 
Council has been very conscious through this draft 
LTP not to overcommit its capital works budget. 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

Council has chosen in many cases to delay new 
capital works to allow for current works to be 
completed first. 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa Environmental 
Centre 

Rangitāne o Manawatū strongly 
support the implementation of a 
network of shared use pathways 
(SUPs) across  
the district to connect communities, 
connect people back to the 
environment and to encourage more  
sustainable modes of transport. 
Strongly supports the development of 
the Ōroua Awa Walkway. 
Requests that Council: 

- Prioritise the consenting and 
implementation of SUP’s that 
connect communities 
throughout the district; 

- Prioritise alignment of SUP’s 
with waterways; and 

- Use Rangitāne o Manawatū 
mātauranga in the design 
phase to avoid and minimise 
effects on natural heritage and 
wāhi tapu. 

Council has prioritised early investment in the 
Maewa precinct and along the Makino Stream. In 
outer years of the Long-term Plan investment is 
focussed on walkways along the Ōroua River, 
through the Kawakawa Industrial Area.  
 
Council has aspirations of further developing 
shared pathways along the Ōroua Awa walkway 
through Kitchener Park to the Manawatū Resource 
Recovery Park. However, this is not included in the 
draft Long-term Plan currently due to affordability 
reasons.  

180   180- S McGregor Dead against the Kainga Ora housing 
in Port Street East. Concerned that 
this housing is not near shops or bus 

 Manawatu District Council has approved a 
resource consent for a 20-lot subdivision in Port 
Street East in accordance with the Manawatu 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

stops and that residents will walk 
along Port St and through 
Woodlands. Concerned about things 
going missing around their homes 
and that the values of homes nearby 
will devalue.   

District Plan and Resource Management Act 1991. 
The proposed development has been designed to 
meet relevant standards for urban amenity and 
density.   
 
The District Plan enables a diversity of housing 
which ensures the housing needs of the whole 
community can be met. Council does not (and 
cannot) discriminate based on the potential socio-
economic status of future residents. The site is 
within a 5-minute drive to the Feilding Town Centre 
and the most direct walking route is along 
Churcher Street (not Woodlands). Any concerns 
 regarding tenants should be raised directly with 
Kainga Ora. All crimes should be reported to the 
Police. 

202 202- Hohua Arapere Poupatatē Marae Incorporated is 
requesting that provision for 
community resources to be made 
available in the Te Reureu Valley 

Council is not able to estimate the cost for this 
requested facility currently due to insufficient 
information on the scope and scale required. 
 
Council does not own any land suitable for the 
development of such facility within the Te Reureu 
valley.  
 
The Regional Sports Facilities Plan has not 
identified a need for a facility in Te Reureu or 
surrounds.  
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

Note, facilities in Halcombe are close by and the 
land which is currently identified as the Halcombe 
Domain is leased from LINZ, and is land bank for 
treaty claim. Council has no certainty on its future 
use outside of the lease period.    

  
Council has experience with preparing funding 
applications is able to assist with third party 
funding applications, following the preparation of 
their business case. 

203    203- Selena Metuamate • Provide better access to more 
health services in our 
communities. Reduce costs 
of healthcare to elderly and 
most vulnerable.  

• Improve community 
awareness of local services 
available and how to access 
them.  

• Improve the quality, 
affordability and availability of 
rental accommodation, 
especially to  whanau/families 
on low incomes.  

• Provide affordable housing for 
low-income whanau and 
Māori.  

The provision of healthcare is outside of Council’s 
control. 
 
Council funds SINCOSS and Feilding and District 
Promotion to promote local services. Local health 
services are promoted through THINK Hauora and 
Te Tihi o Ruahine. 
 
Council does not have direct influence on the 
affordability of housing, including rental 
accommodation. Manawatū Community Trust 
provides rental accommodation for the elderly and 
disabled.  
 
Kainga Ora are responsible for providing affordable 
housing for the most vulnerable.  
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

• Support the community, it's 
people to eat well, be active 
and lead healthy lifestyles.   

• Provide more services in 
schools to promote healthy 
eating and improve health 
and  wellbeing.  

• Awahuri Forest Charitable 
Trust, inject and support more 
funding to the sustainability 
of  this treasured taonga, 
eradicate that invasive 
noxious pest of a weed 
Phragmites karka, it  is 
aggressive and fast spreading.  

• Encourage more planting of 
fresh organic veges and fruit at 
home, schools, 
community gardens, hospitals 
and resthomes. Healthy 
Eating/ ka ora te kai, Healthy 
living/ ka ora te  hauora, 
Healthy people/ ka ora ngā 
tangata  

Council supports community wellbeing through 
the provision of community facilities such as 
walkways and cycleways, the Makino Aquatic 
Centre, parks, reserves, sportsgrounds and 
recreational centres.  Council works with 
organisations such as Sport Manawatū to promote 
healthy lifestyles and health outcomes.  
 
Council has advocated to Horizons on behalf of the 
Awahuri Forest Kitchener Park Trust in relation to 
Phragmites karka. We have requested that 
Horizons invest resources and prioritise the 
eradication of this noxious pest. 
 
 
 
Council supports a range of community 
organisations such as “Plant to Plate” through its 
priority services contracts. Council also supports 
community orchards such as the Timona Park 
Orchard Trust.  

Selina Metuamate is requesting name 
changes to Cameron Line, Lees line, 
Kitchener Park (Tapa Te Whata 
Awahuri Ngahere) Timoana Park. She 

Council’s Property Addressing Policy covers the 
renaming of streets. The renaming of existing roads 
is usually discouraged due to costs and potential 
confusion caused to the community. The criteria 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

suggests that the new suburb of 
Maewa should be maintained instead 
of Precinct 4. 

for renaming include recognition of cultural 
aspects. 
 
When developing new roads or parks there is 
greater scope for Council to engage with iwi in 
relation to naming.  
 
Council has been gifted the name “Maewa” for the 
northern suburb of Feilding and is updating 
Council documents to replace “Precinct 4” with 
this new name.  

211   211- Manurere Devonshire Te Kōtui Reo Taumata is suggesting 
that they can solve the challenge of 
the inadequacy of accommodation 
for big events. They propose that 
marae be included as a viable option 
for accommodation during a big event 
hosted in the rohe. 
  
Collaboration on Whenua Sale and 
Purchase Policy: Te Kōtui reo is 
requesting to work with Council on a 
policy that will ensure when council 
decide to sell any assets and lands, 
te kōtui reo will be notified and as 
tangata whenua be given first right of 
refusal. Te Kōtui reo will guide council 
to the correct marae and hapū for 

The suggestion of Marae for accommodation for 
big events will be explored with CEDA and Te Kōtui 
reo. 
 
Note – with the Marae providing accommodation 
(assumed paid) this would not only trigger a 
change of use to Commercial but means of escape 
from fire C/AS2. Accessibility/access and facilities 
as required in D1/AS1 G1/AS1would all need to be 
considered. 
Below is the Risk group for commercial buildings. 
SM: Transient accommodation such as: Hotels, 
motels, serviced apartments, hostels, 
backpackers, cabins at holiday parks. Buildings 
where six or more people pay for accommodation 
(such as boarding houses/homestays/ bed and 
breakfast). Wharenui and other community 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

land sale negotiations/consultation 
and by doing so mitigate potential 
offences. We would like to be 
consulted with when MDC desire to 
acquire land in our district.  
  
Te Kōtui reo is requesting funding for 
Matariki and Waitangi Day  
  
Te Kōtui reo would like Council to 
extend the green by nature services to 
include marae maintenance, 
landscape and urupā maintenance  

sleeping spaces such as halls (even if used 
occasionally).  
Sheltered housing such as refuges, reintegration 
for prisoners, homeless shelters etc. 
 
The request for a Whenua Sale and Purchase 
Policy will be discussed with Council. Officers will 
investigate if other councils have a similar policy in 
place. 
 
Council already funds the Matariki Kapa Haka at 
the Civic Centre through its Event Fund. Any event, 
including Waitangi Day can apply to Council for 
funding through the Event Fund. In addition, 
funding specific for Waitangi Day is available 
through the Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
(Manatū Taonga). 

213   213- Volunteer Central Whatunga Tuao/Volunteer 
Central seeks to work with Council on 
a community services review project, 
starting with a stocktake on 
community services, dollar spend 
and outcomes.   

Council Officers will be meeting with Volunteer 
Central to understand their concerns and insights.  

215   215- Te Awa Community 
Foundation 

Te Awa Community Foundation is 
suggesting that MDC take a more 
strategic view for positive long-term 
outcomes and impact for our growing 
community. They note that the issues 

Our Community Development Team is keen to 
meet with Te Awa Community Foundation to better 
understand how their proposed designated 
community fund would benefit the Manawatū 
Community. At present, elected members and 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

MDC faces are mostly medium to 
long term rather than immediate.  
 
Te Awa Community Foundation 
welcomes the opportunity to work 
with MDC to support the Manawatū 
to a sustainable future through 
investment of expenditure currently 
proposed into a designated 
community fund that supports and 
benefits the wellbeing of 
communities in Manawatū. Te Awa 
Community Foundation suggests that 
Council invest in a community fund to 
provide for future community needs.  

Council officers have delegated authority to 
determine which applications receive funding. As 
this is ratepayer money Council has a 
responsibility to oversee how this is spent. This 
proposal would therefore mean a change in 
Council’s processes and delegations that would 
need to be explored.  

217   217- Aorangi Marae Trustees We wish to have a higher level of 
input into resource consent 
applications that are submitted  
upon and with the territory of 
Tahuriwakanui Hapū. Rather than 
simply being once of many  
multiple parties consulted for RC 
applications, our strong preference is 
to have decision making abilities  

 Council’s Regulatory Planning team are always 
looking to identify ways of improving the efficiency 
and accuracy of our statutory functions under the 
RMA. This submission relates to identifying and 
assessing cultural effects. Council is therefore 
interested in developing its relationship with the 
marae further to improve abilities to understand 
and assess cultural effects. The status quo is that 
there is an expectation placed on the Applicant 
that they undertake all necessary consultation with 
iwi groups to identify cultural effects. Council’s 
Kaitohu Aporei – Māori provides guidance to the 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

Planning team as to when Council should require 
the Applicant to consult with iwi groups.  
 
Options for the Council to include the marae in 
resource consent processing as suggested in the 
submission include: 
 
Option 1: Higher level committee formed to make 
decisions on resource consent applications 
This would require an operating expenditure budget 
to remunerate committee members. The 
committee would need to adhere to timeframes set 
by the Council to ensure its statutory timeframes 
are achieved.  
 
The Council / committee would need to determine 
criteria of which consents are referred to the 
committee – e.g. all consents or only some. 
 
The committee would also be limited by the 
restrictions under the RMA with respect to matters 
of control or discretion restricted which varies 
between zones and activities. Referring the 
consent application to a committee for a decision 
would require an amendment of the Manawatu 
District Council delegations manual. 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

 A policy would need to be developed to direct 
decision makers and ensure the referral process is 
fair for all members of the public. Committee 
members would require training on making RMA 
decisions.  
 
Option 2: Council Officer referral to marae 
This option would involve Council Planning Officers 
referring consent applications to the marae for 
input. A framework would need to be developed to 
determine the criteria for which consents are 
referred; the framework would need to consider 
whether the Council has discretion over cultural 
matters. 
 
 The framework would ideally have matters of 
importance to the marae, and sites of significance, 
identified and embedded within the framework to 
assist Officer decisions for referral. The marae, 
once a consent is referred to them, would be able 
to identify any cultural effects that the Officer 
should consider in making their decision that 
specifically relate to the activity proposed.  
 
 The Officer can then proceed to make a 
recommendation based on the information 
received from the marae, and could impose 
mitigative, remediation, or avoidance conditions to 

11



   
 

   
 

Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

ensure cultural effects are appropriately managed; 
the marae would act as an “expert input” into the 
resource consenting process such as development 
engineers, landscape architects, urban designers, 
geotechnical engineers, hydrologists etc do under 
status quo consenting processes. 
 
 Similar to option 1, the referral process would 
require a set timeline to ensure Council can 
achieve statutory timeframes. The Council would 
need to consider remuneration to referrals who 
would provide “expert cultural advice”.  

226   226- Laura Clifford Do not name the library ‘ Community 
Hub Libraries’ rather name it 
‘Manawatu Libraries and Community 
Hub’. Branding is important. Could 
iwi gift a name as was done in 
Rototuna for example?  
  
Could the ‘greenbelt’ walkway to 
skatepark continue beyond North 
Street intersection and along the 
reserve on Lethbridge.  
 
Develop walkways to enable 
residents to walk along the stream 
from Roots St West to town. Current 

 The name Council have settled on is “Manawatū 
Community Hub Libraries” (previously Manawatū 
District Libraries), Libraries as Community Hubs 
are synonymous and not two separate services, 
hence the connection with the name. 
Iwi gifted Te Āhuru Mōwai as the name of the re-
developed facility in February 2024.  
Council planned to complete this walkway but has 
failed to obtain KiwiRail’s approval at this time. 
 
Council has included funding in the LTP for a new 
walkway on the eastern side of the Makino Stream 
that runs from Roots St East to Rimu Park in North 
Street.  
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Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

walkways only extend to Sherwill St 
West.  

234   234- Te Reureu - Christina 
Karatea 

Getting rangatahi more involved 
outdoors. Bring back horse sport's. 
Trail rides back in Halcombe and the 
valley  
He pā wānanga mō Te Reureu. 
Kōhanga Reo, Kura Tuatahi and 
takawaenga and whare kura.   
Whare Wānanga (complete 
educational pathway for district)  
More opportunities for our younger 
ones and for more time with cousins.  
Cessation of smoking/ vaping 
amongst ranagatahi Māori  
Bus support for tamariki travelling 
into town from the Valley  
More opportunities to be with our 
whanau.  
More people coming back to the 
marae  
Wahī Takara mā ngā rangatahi (a play 
space for youth)  
Rangatahi/youth hub/programmes, 
trades, aspirational space.   
New kitchen at Poupatate  
Hui Rangatahi (meeting with youth)  

 MDC commends these marae for their 
involvement.  Te Puni Kokori may provide support 
to Te Reureu in developing a masterplan. 
Depending on the outcomes of the masterplan 
there could be future conversations with Council. 
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Number 
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Defibrillator at all marae and training 
for iwi.   
Flood lighting outside all Marae  
Gym   
Marae renovations and renewal  
Maara Kai  
MDC to support housing in Te Reureu. 
Build a village.   
Indoor and outdoor sports facilities  
Papakainga  
Safe spaces for our Rangatahi, 
Tamariki  
Community services for our 
rangatahi.   
A rangatahi space at our marae. 
Basketball court and Hub   
at our Marae in the valley.   
Boxing gym   
Pool, shops, gym, halls, more money, 
more/clean water, hydroslide, 
basketball court, netball   
court, fields, petrol station  
Health clinic at Te Reureu  
Papa tākaro for our tamariki 
(playground, field)  
Te Reureu Whare Oranga. Health 
Care: Wairua, Whānau, Tinana, 
Hinengaro, Community   
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Number 
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Centre/Hub.  
Basketball court, pool, clean water  
Self sufficient Hauora hub for Māori 
by Māori  
More rangatahi programs for kids of 
the local iwi  
Wi-Fi  
Rongā Māori health centre in Te 
Reureu  
Swimming pool out the valley.   
Licencing programme  
Sports facilities for the youth  
Kohanga, Kura and wharekura ( 
Completed educational pathway)  
Safe environment  
Gym  
A dairy out in the valley  

236   236- Mark Wasley Council needs to continue to actively 
encourage new, affordable 
developments, incorporating private, 
community and public housing, 
through its Housing Strategy. This will 
increase the supply of various types 
of  housing for people requiring a 
place to live.  
  

 Council continues to support affordable housing 
for older people and disabled through its CCO – 
Manawatū Community Trust.  
 
Through its District Plan, Council has made land 
available for housing to reduce the pressure on the 
housing stock, which may reduce the cost of 
housing over time.  
 
Council is organising an annual operational 
meeting with utility providers to plan for growth, 
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Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

Council should continue to advocate 
on issues of importance to its 
residents such as rural mobile   
phone and internet connectivity, 
including access to fibre and wireless 
technologies and the availability and 
affordability of community and social 
housing.  

including Chorus. Council continues to lobby 
central government on behalf of the Manawatū 
Community on issues that impact on the rural 
community. 

246   246- Sport NZ Sport NZ encourages Council to 
continue the active transport and 
walking/cycling connection projects 
as affordable responses to creating 
thriving, active, cohesive 
communities (eg Feilding-Palmerston 
North cycleway, Ōroua River 
walkway).  
- Continuing to grow your relationship 
with our regional partner, Sport 
Manawatū and their facilitation of 
regional plans and cross boundary 
relationships that mutually benefit 
the wider play, active recreation and 
sports system across the wider 
region.  
  
Sport NZ encourages cost-effective  

MDC has completed its portion of the Feilding-
Palmerston North shared pathway and has been 
advocating (since early 2021) for the Palmerston 
North City Council to complete their portion. It is 
our understanding that PNCC has scheduled to 
complete this walkway in year 2 of their LTP 
(2025/26). 
 
The development of the Ōroua River walkway is 
included in MDC’s draft LTP.  
 
MDC currently has a contract with Sport Manawatū 
and are actively involved (our CEO is the sponsor) 
in the development and review of the Regional 
Sports Facilities Plan. Council will work with the 
community on the development of the sports hub 
concept. 

16



   
 

   
 

Submission 
Number 

Link to Submission General Comments Officer Response 

approaches to growth solutions for 
the provision of spaces and places for 
physical activity which include:  
• regular maintenance and activation 
of existing facilities (including not  
reducing renewal allocations)  
• promotion of ‘hubbing’ and sharing 
of spaces (which may include  
consolidation and/or repurposing of 
underused or aged assets)  
• improvements that ensure quality 
experiences for a broader range of 
users (i.e. increasing flexibility of 
space, consideration of the needs of 
all genders, cultures, ages, and 
abilities)  
• harnessing the natural environment 
and providing supporting amenity to   
enhance the user experience (i.e. 
water fountains, shade, accessible 
toilets,  walking and cycling 
connections)  
• consideration of whole of life 
financial and environmental costs of 
provision.  
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247   247- Recreation Aotearoa Recreation Aotearoa supports MDC’s 
investment in Play. Recreation 
Aotearoa notes that co-design 
kaupapa for Play infrastructure often 
results in a desirable bias towards   
less structured and informal modes 
of play.  
Recreation Aotearoa cautions against 
deferred maintenance and   
upgrades of playgrounds, 
specifically. Implement investments 
in public toilets, walkways and 
connecting green spaces.  
Encourage MDC to increase   
investment in the accessibility of 
playgrounds and parks. Considering   
the wider whānau impact of disability 
and inactivity, and the increasing  rate 
of impairment comparative to the 
aging population, statistically there is 
a significant proportion of the 
community currently missing out on 
the irrefutable benefits of being 
physically active.  
  
Genuinely consult and collaborate  
with people with disabilities and their 
whānau.  Encourage MDC to 

 MDC has Asset Management Plans that help 
inform how we maintain our existing spaces and 
facilities. Council will work with the community, 
including the disability sector, to inform future 
designs and plans for our open spaces. 
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undertake inclusive consultation 
processes within the design, 
development, and upgrades   
of the recreation and play spaces 
specified within the LTP.   
Maintain collaboration with   
people with disabilities throughout 
the duration of such projects and  
warn of the risk of only consulting 
with end-users at the beginning of a   
project, or after it is too late. Maintain 
ongoing input from the disability 
community and advisory groups at 
regular intervals.   
  
Alongside robust processes for 
maintaining collaboration with 
people with disabilities, ensure there 
are processes stipulated in policy 
whereby people with disabilities can 
notify council of any barriers to 
accessing recreation places, spaces, 
and programmes. This includes 
aligned procedures of how such 
barrier will be addressed and 
remediated by council.  
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Concern that cost escalation in 
undertaking these investments may 
be inadequately accounted for. 
Recent observations from around the 
motu, in both the PARS sector and   
others, have demonstrated that 
inflation in materials, labour and debt 
servicing has placed considerable 
budgetary pressure on long term 
projects.  
  
MDC should be aware of predictable 
lag-effect of participant uptake in the 
utilisation of new recreational 
facilities. Many forms of recreation 
have suffered a loss of participant 
numbers and organisational 
capability after recent challenges. 
MDC should be patient with regard to 
how quickly and fully new facilities 
are utilised by different recreational 
groups.  
  
Simply building infrastructure is not 
enough. Recreational assets need to 
be activated and programmed to 
make them more appealing and to 
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break down barriers for the hard-to-
reach areas of the community.  

250   250- Ngati Te Au Ngāti Te Au is supporting request for 
Kaumatua parking.  

If this reference is in relation to parking in the CBD, 
parking (including disability parking) will be 
considered as part of the Town Centre Refresh 
project.  
 
If this support is in relation to Submission #249 
that requests improvements to lighting in the 
Kauwhata Marae Carpark to improve safety for 
Tamariki and kaumatua. While this request was not 
supported by Officers, it has been suggested that 
Council could support Kauwhata in an application 
to a third-party funder such as the Central Energy 
Trust.   
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Governance – Officer Responses to General LTP Comments 

Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comments Officer Response 

116 116- Kirsty Kauri Request that Council invest in 
CACTUS programmes for children 
aged 8 years and up, focussing on 
children with diagnosed health 
issues, i.e. ADHD, ADD, Autism. 

The Manawatū District Council is a Trustee on the  
Manawatū District Youth Development & Wellbeing 
Trust. MDC is an active member of the CACTUS 
project team and involved in organising each 
CACTUS programme. 

CACTUS offers two programmes for any young 
person that lives in the Manawatū District. CACTUS 
Development is for year 7 & 8 and CACTUS for year 
9 – 13.  

There is no discrimination based on diagnosed 
health issues. CACTUS has had a number of 
students with some physical impairments 
participate and graduate from the 8-week 
programme, including a blind student. 

Each year, depending on community support, we 
offer programmes through the High School and 
Feilding Intermediate, plus in Term 1 this year we 
held a CACTUS Youth development programme at 
North Street School for their Year 7 & 8. Attendees 
for each programme are selected by Feilding Police 
and School Principals.  

117 117- Mereti Taipana Request for Māori Wards to remain 
and be increased. Māori 
representation increases Council 
mana. 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
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Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comments Officer Response 

body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 

141 141- James Beard Request that Helen and Shayne 
write to Grant and Waide seeking 
timing information for completing 
cycle path, because PNCC have 
approved millions to do the 
remaining work. Could the Mayor 
and at least one rural councillor 
attend a public meeting 9th May at 
PN Conference Centre to explain 
why PNCC are absolutely corrupt. 
Their rural is classified… 

If this in relation to the Feilding-PN shared pathway, 
we are speaking to this at the Hearing on 15 May. 
We have offered to assist PNCC in completing this 
path, which is funded in year 2 of their LTP. 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa 
Environmental Centre 

Rangitāne o Manawatū is 
requesting to input into the 
amendment of MDC’s Procurement 
Policy  to reflect the importance of 
providing for Māori business 
procurement and participation. 

The Government Procurement Rules require 
government agencies to consider specific priority 
outcomes when buying from designated contract 
areas. Rule 16 includes ‘Broader Outcomes’ which 
are the secondary benefits that are generated from 
the procurement activity. They can be 
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environmental, social, economic or cultural 
benefits. 
 
The Government Procurement Rules must be 
followed if a procurement is worth more than 
$100,000 (or $9 million for new construction works) 
and the organisation is:  

• a government department 
• New Zealand Police 
• the New Zealand Defence Force, or 
• most Crown entities. 

 
Manawatū District Council and other Territorial 
Authorities are encouraged to apply the 
Government Procurement Rules but are not 
required to do so.  
 
Officers recommend that the addition of Broader 
Outcomes are considered in the scheduled review 
of the Procurement Policy 2022 within the required 
2025 review.  
  

186 186- Rochelle Paranihi - Te 
Tikanga Marae 

Request that MDC push back 
against Central Government’s Bill 
on Māori wards. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 
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197 197- Barbara Bell Requesting for more Māori wards. 
Liaise with Iwi to resource Waitangi 
Day, Matariki and Te Reo Māori 
Week 

The Council has yet to discuss its position on the 
Government’s intentions for Māori Wards. 

Each year MDC tags $10k for the school kapa haka 
Matariki event. There are two MDC contestable 
funds which people could apply to for Waitangi Day, 
Matariki and Te Reo Māori Week.  They are the 
Events Fund and the Community Development 
Fund.  The closing dates for the Events Fund is 30 
June, 30 September and 30 March.  The closing 
dates for the Community Development Fund are 30 
June and 30 November. 

206 206- Paula McKenzie Request Manawatū District Council 
to join hapū Ngāti 
Waewae of Ngāti Tūwharetoa iwi 
and reject both: 
a) the removal of our current
arrangement regarding our Māori
Ward and
b) the call for public referendum to
determine the future of Māori Ward
representation in
our rohe.

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 
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217 217- Aorangi Marae Trustees Fully support the ongoing provision 
for a Māori Ward, that being Ngā 
Tapuwae o Mātangi. 
Immensely satisfied and pleased 
with the level of presentation of 
Brigette Bell. 
Maintaining a Māori Ward across 
the next 10 years and beyond will 
ensure critical representation for 
local Māori and is in the absolute 
best interests of the wider 
Manawatū Community. 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 

220 220- Huatahi Nuku 
 

Urge and support MDC to affirm Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi as the 
constitutional basis for partnership 
between Māori and the Crown. 
Urge and support MDC to continue 
the inclusion of Māori Wards. 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions for Māori Wards in its 
submission to the Select Committee, following 
notification of the Bill. The Council has yet to 
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discuss its position with respect to Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi. 

234 234- Te Reureu  Proper co-governance 
whakaaro/input. Not tick the box. 
Māori names on kaupapa policy 
change. 
All marae to be included at the 
council table, other than our ward 
representative. 
Representatives from each hapū of 
Te Reureu to part of the decision 
making.  
In depth Whakapapa sessions with 
whanau 
Equal representation on council 
partnership and co-governance 

As stated during the presentation the ideas were 
gathered from a LTP session with rangatahi and iwi 
members. The majority of these ideas (there were 
many more) speak to effective decision making for 
the marae and hapū, and effective relationships 
with Council. Council remains open to receiving 
and working through ideas on a mutually 
acceptable and appropriate engagement model.  

236 236- Mark Wasley Council needs to continue working 
with the New Zealand Geographic 
Board Ngā Pou Taunaha o Aotearoa 
to officially include the macron over 
the 'u' in the district's name. This 
was first announced in April 2023 
and the name still hasn't been 
corrected. 

A proposal to include a macron in the name 
Manawatū was submitted in July 2023 . NZGB went 
out for public submissions in November 2023. 
Council is currently awaiting the outcome from the 
NZGB meeting held in late April 24. 

240 240- Taumata o te Ra Marae Taumata o te Ra Marae is 
requesting for Maori ward to be 
retained and Council to reject the 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
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future of the Maori ward going to 
referendum. 

body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 

244 244- Aroha Paranihi I acknowledge the councils support 
to establish Māori Wards. These are 
good for the community. We only 
have one Māori Ward. This does not 
take any other communities rights 
away, it only enhances it. It is unfair 
and unjust that one set of people 
are given the right to determine the 
aspirations of another set of 
people. Be the council that are part 
of the good growth of our 
community, be the council that is 
forward thinking. Māori Wards can 
only be good. You have the power to 
push back government 
recommendations. 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 
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249 249- Kauwhata Marae Our marae position is strongly in 
favour of maintaining our Māori 
ward and our aspiration is to 
grow the number of Māori wards at 
Manawatū district council. We are 
not supportive of any 
referendum or legislation that 
threatens our voice at the local 
government table. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 

 

250 250- Ngati Te Au Ngāti Te Au would like to show our 
staunch support towards the 
continuation of the Māori Wards 
within our district. 

The government intends to require councils that 
established a Māori ward, without the ability for 
local referendums to take place, to either: 
Disestablish Māori wards prior to the 2025 local 
body elections.  Or 
Hold a poll alongside the 2025 elections. The 
results will be binding and take effect for the term 
beginning October 2028. 

Iwi members are asking Council to support Māori 
Wards and fight against the intended policy. 
Council will confirm its position with respect to the 
Government’s intentions in its submission to the 
Select Committee, following notification of the Bill. 
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Water Supply and Water Quality (Wiremu, Hamish Harding) – Officer Responses to general LTP feedback 

Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comment Officer Response 

079 079- Philip Johnson Water Charges 
Considers that Council should be facing the 
issue of water usage and water user charges 
through the established metering system. 
Ratepayers waste water through sprinklers on 
lawns and gardens. Imposing full enforcement 
of water meters will give a clear market signal 
to water users. 
 
Age of Water Pipes in Feilding (stormwater) 
Council should inspect pipes in front of shops 
to check their capacity. Council needs to 
seriously look at drainage in town and replace 
aging and small pipes with better and more 
modern culvert types of piping. The sooner the 
problem is tackled the better for everyone. 

                                                                                                                                             
Council’s Draft Infrastructure Strategy 2024-54 
notes that the Manawatū District is well-placed 
in terms of water security (adequacy of supply 
into the future). No changes are proposed to the 
mandatory level of service measures for 
Council’s water supplies. Council sets targets 
around the average consumption of drinking 
water. 
 
Council’s Water Supply Bylaw 2022 enables 
Council (by publicly notified resolution) to set 
water use levels to manage the District’s water 
use. This Bylaw also allows Council to fit a water 
meter to any connection at any time for the 
purposes of determining water consumption. 
Council can require the installation of water 
meters for extraordinary water use or rural 
supply. Council does not intend to require the 
installation of water meters on all connections. 
 
Flood modelling in Feilding is underway. The 
outcome of this modelling will determine future 
renewals and capital upgrades as well as 
solutions to address the flooding problems we 
experienced during peak rain events.  
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112 112- Donna Hirst 
 

Water Quality in Feilding 
The plan does not address the water quality 
issues being experienced by a large amount of 
Feilding residents. Please explain. 
 
Water Meters 
Is Council going down the path of water meters 
with residential ratepayers? Please clarify 
where there are water meters and what 
council’s long term plan is in relation to these. 

Water Quality in Feilding 
As outlined in Council’s Infrastructure Strategy 
2024-54, the Feilding water supply scheme has 
multiple sources of water to increase the 
reliability of the scheme (Ōroua River, Campbell 
Road and Newbury Line). Water from the Ōroua 
River is treated at the Almadale Water Treatment 
Plant. Drinking water from Almadale is fully 
compliant with the New Zealand Drinking Water 
Standards for both bacteria and protozoa. 
 
Water from the Cambell Road and Newbury Line 
bores is treated at the Awa Street Water 
Treatment Plant. The Awa Street Water 
Treatment Plant does not currently have UV 
treatment installed and the water sources do 
not achieve the required chlorine contact time. 
This means that drinking water from the Feilding 
Awa Street Water Treatment Plant does not 
comply with the NZ Drinking Water Standards 
for bacteria compliance or the new Drinking 
Water Quality Assurance Rules 2022 (DWQAR) 
that came into effect from 1 January 2023.  

Council will achieve compliance with the 
Drinking Water Quality Assurance Rules 2022 by 
constructing a new water treatment plant (to 
replace the Awa Street Water Treatment Plant) 
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and reservoir to provide for chlorination, 
fluoridation and storage at Campbell Road (in 
2028/29). 

Water Meters 

Water meters are being used at large industrial 
and commercial users not domestic users. 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa 
Environmental 
Centre 

Rangitāne o Manawatū is requesting for 
continued investment in water supply 
resilience and for Council to ensure the robust 
planning of the Infrastructure Strategy (2024-
2054) to minimise water demand (particularly 
during summer months)  

Maintaining a resilient municipal water supplies 
is a high priority for council. Where possible, 
council utilises groundwater sources to remove 
reliance on surface water abstractions 
especially during the summer months.     
 
Council’s Draft Infrastructure Strategy 2024-54 
notes that the Manawatū District is well-placed 
in terms of water security (adequacy of supply 
into the future), but some rural communities are 
already experiencing water scarcity during 
prolonged periods of drought, which are 
anticipated to increase in frequency due to 
future climate events. Water supply for 
firefighting is also an area of vulnerability for 
these communities.  
  
Under Council’s future plans to extract more of 
Feilding’s drinking water supply from 
groundwater, less pressure will be placed on the 
Ōroua River.  
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No changes are proposed to the mandatory 
level of service measures for Council’s water 
supplies. Council sets targets around the 
average consumption of drinking water. The 
target is set at <300 litres per resident per day 
for urban drinking water schemes and <1000 
litres per resident per day for rural drinking 
water schemes (to reflect stock use). Council 
met its targets for the 2022/23 financial year, 
with the exception of Waituna West (average of 
1,370 litres per resident per day).  
 

234 234- Te Reureu Clean drinking water at our marae and homes 
Our awa to be free from floods  
Improve water infrastructure for all marae and 
residents living in Te Reureu.  
Removal of all waste water treatment sites 
away from all awa.  
Access to clean water 
Access to main supply of water, robust 
infrastructure to service the valley.  
Water all along the valley 
Flood proofing for our marae 
Cleaning and restoration and maintenance of 
the Rangitikei River Waitapu. 
Infrastructure to support housing so we can 
move home to our valley 

A response to these requests will be drafted 
following a discussion with the scheme 
committee. 
 
The template titled “Poupatate, Te Tikanga, Te 
Hiiri O Mahuta Marae Water Supply Concerns” 
incudes more detailed information on possible 
options to consider. 
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250 250- Ngati Te Au Need water equity within our communities, 
especially within the Te Reureu Valley 

A response to this request will be drafted 
following a discussion with the scheme 
committee. 
 
The template titled “Poupatate, Te Tikanga, Te 
Hiiri O Mahuta Marae Water Supply Concerns” 
incudes more detailed information on possible 
options to consider. 

 

Wastewater – Officer responses to general LTP Feedback 

Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comment Officer Response 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa 
Environmental 
Centre 

In relation to wastewater, Rangitāne o 
Manawatū strongly encourages MDC to 
continue working positively with iwi to ensure 
the best possible outcome for our Awa, our 
whenua and our community.  
 
Rangitāne o Manawatū specifically requests 
that Council: 

- Prioritise infrastructure upgrades to 
prevent leaking issues, particulary in 
waterways; 

- Prioritises urgent action to remove 
discharges from waterways that are 
having negative effects on water 
quality; 

Maintaining a resilient wastewater system is a 
high priority for council.   
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- Minimise the risk of treatment plants 
flooding resulting in overflow 
discharges into waterways; 

- Prioritise higher treatment standards 
of wastewater prior to discharge; and 

- Avoid treatment and/or discharge near 
wāhi tapu. 

 
203 203- Selina 

Metuamate 
Improve and restore the awa o Oroua, the 
river and streams that was present prior to  
Feilding township. Grants to restore our 
Ngahere should be offered to Nga kaitiaki o  
Ngaati Kauwhata project. 

Oroua River declaration - noted 

233 233- Brian Kouvelis It would be prudent and timely for Council to 
arrange an independent review of the project 
to date and the robustness of the estimates in 
the draft  
LTP going forward. That given the above 
background, progress to date and the fact the 
original business  
case for Centralised Wastewater Project will 
no longer be valid, I feel it would be timely and 
prudent for Council to put a hold on the 
project until a thorough review has been 
undertaken of the cost estimates in the draft 
LTP and the associated timeframes to 
complete. 
2. That new business cases be developed for 
the remaining five villages to assess the  

A response to this request will be drafted 
following the workshop presentation by Council’s 
GM – Infrastructure at the 16 May 2024 
Workshop. 
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options of upgrade treatment and disposal 
and reconsenting of existing sites. 
3. That Council needs to clearly indicate in 
their Funding Impact Statement and in their  
setting of the targeted rate for wastewater 
connections: 
a. Exactly where the capital costs have fallen 
for the expenditure to date  
b. What the impact is of the current 
Centralised Wastewater project on this  
targeted rate. 

 

Waste Management and Minimisation – Officer Responses to general LTP Feedback 

Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comment Officer Response 

207 
 

207- Environment 
Network Manawatu 

Recommend the introduction of community 
composting trials to reduce food waste until 
2030 when a regional food waste collection 
services will be mandated by government.  
 
That MDC support local food 
recycling/composting and surplus food 
redistribution initiatives, for example those 
associated with Manchester House, Salvation 
Army, and Community Fruit Harvest 
Manawatū. 

Annually, MDC run the Waste Not Want Not fund 
where we are able to award Waste Levy funding 
that Council receives from the Ministry for the 
Environment to community projects aiming to 
divert waste from landfill, or support community 
education in the waste minimisation space. MDC 
would welcome any application from 
Environment Network Manawatu to run 
community composting trials to the 2024 round 
of funding. Keep an eye on our website and social 
channels for when the 2024 funding round opens.  
 
MDC recognises that the top of the waste 
hierarchy for food waste is reducing its 
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generation. MDC would welcome any 
applications from charitable or waste 
minimisation organisations to its 2024 round of 
Waste Not Want Not funding for programmes that 
manage surplus food redistribution initiatives.  

Want to know if MDC is involved in 
conversations with PNCC around centralised 
soft plastics and demolition waste recycling 
facilities. Want to know what this could mean 
for local waste diversion.  

MDC and PNCC are actively working together to 
explore shared opportunities for multiple waste 
streams. MDC are pleased to see PNCC’s recent 
draft Waste Management and Minimisation Plan, 
and MDC have provided a submission 
highlighting where in particular we feel it makes 
the best sense to work together. This includes 
PNCC making use of facilities located at the 
Manawatu Resource Recovery Park in Feilding 
such as Central Environmental’s construction 
and demolition waste recycling facility.  
 
MDC recently reached out to the Soft Plastics 
Recycling Scheme on how we could enable a 
collection point in our district. We look forward to 
the outcome of these discussions to divert as 
much waste from landfill as possible in our 
district and beyond, and how we can support and 
gain support from our neighbours, PNCC.    

236 236- Mark Wasley Extremely disappointed that Council has not 
included the kerbside refuse mobile garbage  
bin (wheelie bin) and kerbside food waste 
collection in Feilding, Halcombe, Himatangi 
Beach,  

Due to affordability issues, Council decided not 
to fund the new kerbside services adopted within 
the Waste Management and Minimisation Plan – 
mobile garbage bins, food waste collection, and 
recycling services to villages. 
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Rongotea and Sanson and kerbside recycling 
in these villages in the Long-Term Plan. These 
services were committed to in the Waste 
Management and Minimisation Plan 2022–
2028 and Annual Plan 2023/24. The purchase 
of the food waste and recycling bins can be 
funded from the Government's Waste Levy. 
When food and green waste are the largest 
contributors to waste streams in our district, 
this makes no sense and I strongly urge 
Council to implement  
these services in Year 1 of the Long-Term Plan. 

However, Council is considering an internal 
request by the Infrastructure Department to 
include the kerbside food waste collection for 
Feilding residents in the Long-term Plan, funded 
via waste levy funding and reserves to 2028/29.   
 
Council will continue to explore how waste levy 
funding that Council receives from the Ministry 
for the Environment can be best used to 
minimise impacts of these proposed new 
services on ratepayers. 
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Parks and property – Officer Responses to General Feedback 

Submission 
number 

Link to submission General comment Officer response 

021 021- Cancer Society Cancer Society New Zealand (Manawatu 
Centre Inc) is requesting that MDC conducts a 
shade audit of parks and playgrounds, and 
incorporates shade planning into all future 
playground, outdoor recreation, and park 
development planning.  

A sun smart policy needs to be developed for 
the organisation, through the strategy team. As 
part of the strategy, an audit of playgrounds will 
identify areas of concern.  

Cancer Society New Zealand (Manawatu 
Centre Inc) is requesting that MDC provide 
taps, water fountains, or water bottle re-fill 
stations in play and recreational areas. 

Officers will consider the installation water 
stations where appropriate within the parks 
network going forward.   

073 073 - Darren Parlato The submitter would like MDC not to forget 
about the Himatangi Beach community 
infrastructure, especially in the holiday 
season, a lot of out-of-town people and 
families come to enjoy the beach, make sure 
toilets and parks are maintained and serviced. 

The maintenance of the toilets is part of the 
Open Spaces contract with Green by nature. The 
cleaning regime increases over the summer 
holiday period.  

114 114- Oslo Currie - 
Urban Effects 

Urban Effects is urging Council to invest in 
public spaces, streetscape and make them 
more usable and vibrant is an investment  
in economic development as well as 
community development. They can design or 
customize streetscape furniture to reflect 
governance place and people, and also have 
an off-the-shelf product range. Their 
‘placemaking’ approach means that they 

We note that Oslo from Urban Effects is a 
current supplier of street furniture to Council. 
The town centre refresh project could determine 
any changes in the style of the street scape 
vision.  
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collaborate with us to help Council reimagine 
and revitalize their spaces. 

116  116- Kirsty Kauri That Mt Lees Reserve be returned into a 
glorified business – uplift the building and 
walking track 

Council is currently developing a plan for Mt 
Lees. 

181 181- Angela 
McIntyre 

Beautifying the city is an optional extra – nice 
to have but not a necessity. 

Noted. 

182 182- Robert Wilson Would support Rimu Park in Roots Street 
being renamed Wilber Petty Park after the 
man who donated the land to Council. 

Council will make a decision on this request as 
part of deliberations – this may include 
consideration of different options to 
acknowledge the gifting of this park to Council 
and the community.  
 
Council’s Property Addressing Policy does not 
currently the naming of parks, but the criteria 
included in the policy in relation to renaming 
streets could help guide Council in evaluating 
this request.  
 
Council would also need to evaluate whether 
the proposed change triggers that need for 
public consultation in accordance with 
Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy 
2020.  
If Council passes a resolution to change the 
name of the park this change would then go 
through the Geographic Board for review.  
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205 205- Poupatate 
Marae 

MDC does some spraying of weeds alongside 
the roads in our valley although not enough  
and not regularly. MDC staff need to be 
thoughtful about where they spray. For 
example, we do not want weed spray in our 
creeks and waterways because it kills our 
water cress patches, impacts the mauri o te 
wai and the resources such as tuna. 
At the crossroads of Makino Rd and Reureu Rd 
the weeds grow very tall and make it  
dangerous for traffic. MDC do not regularly 
maintain the weeds and there have been traffic  
accidents in the past including a fatality back 
in 1992. 

The spraying of weeds is part of the Road 
maintenance contract, not Green by Nature. 
 
We can look at this area with a view to reducing 
the weed spray as long as this does not increase 
the risk of stormwater flooding or create any 
road safety related hazards. 
 
Council has a higher frequency of mowing for 
intersections. It is suggested that the marae 
could notify council via the Antenno app if they 
consider the weeds are causing a traffic safety 
issue. 

207 207- Environment 
Network Manawatu 

That savings from closing the aviaries be 
diverted to Ruahine Kiwi – a partnership 
between Environment Network Manawatū’s 
Manawatū River Source to Sea Collective and 
Te Kāruru Easter Manawatū River Hapū 
Collective with a vision of returning North 
Island eastern brown kiwi to the southern 
Ruahine by 2026. 

The previous $50k operational budget has been 
removed from the budget. Any proposal to fund 
Ruahine Kiwi would result in an increase to 
rates. 
 
Ruahine Kiwi could explore the other funding 
options that Council offers. 

209 209- Sport 
Manawatu 

Sees and opportunity for MDC to work with 
Sport Manawatū to create a shared vision for 
play, recreation, and sport in the Manawatū. 

Officers can work with Sport Manawatu and 
enhance relationships to deliver the shared 
vision. 

221 221- Bainesse and 
District Community 
Development Trust 

That the Manawatū District Council endorse 
the City to Sea Rail Trail project to facilitate 
the inclusion in the Regional Land Transport 

The updated Government Policy Statement for 
Land Transport (GPS) has shifted focus (and 
consequently funding priority) from Public 
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Plan. This endorsement is pivotal to enabling 
the Bainesse & Districts Community 
Development Trust to advance their plans 
securing non-council funding and 
commencing Rail Trail development. No 
financial commitment is sought at this point.   
 

Transport, Rail, and Walking and Cycling to 
Local/Highway operations and pothole 
preventions. This would potentially redirect 
funding that would have been allocated to rail, 
walking and cycling infrastructure projects to 
maintenance and operations activities. 
 
Council could consider including this project as 
part of its next review of the Walking and Cycling 
Strategy.  
 
While Council generally supports this project, 
the possible lack of national funding available 
means that Council would need to work with the 
community to explore other ways of funding 
this. 

222 222- Manawatu 
District Ratepayers 
Union 

Pause any new projects or discretionary 
spending that does not constitute investment 
in the maintenance of infrastructure and core 
Council business. Council should pause and 
reflect on what it has and what it needs to 
have in place to manage its assets effectively 
and efficiently to support the community. 

As part of preparing the draft LTP, Council 
reviewed all discretionary spending and future 
project spending. This is reflected in our modest 
rates increase of 7.09%. 

227 227- Gina 
Christensen 

Council should not pretty up the town. 
Ratepayers would like to pretty up their 
houses but can’t afford it. Brickwork in the 
town gets slippery in the wet and 
maintenance is not being done. 

A vibrant, safe and attractive CBD provides a 
heart for shopping and events in our District. An 
attractive CBD will attract visitors and locals 
and support thriving businesses. Over the next 
10 years, carefully thought-out, low-cost 
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Write Price carpark is a disgrace and a hazard. 

projects will be delivered.  Council is retaining 
the existing landscaping (e.g. pavers) that has 
already been done. The refresh will complement 
the existing landscaping and make the square 
more useable.  
 
Write Price carpark is privately owned so is not 
something that Council is able to control.  

238 238- Feilding Trails Oroua River Trails Project 
 
Discourage dirt bike riders from entering the 
Timona Park walkway area at the rail bridge by 
erecting signage and blocking common entry 
points. 
Allow the proposed Oroua River trail system to 
go through the riparian area around the MDC 
sanitation and Boness Road land area. 
Provide seed money for grant applications, 
supply materials and staff expertise on 
occasion. 
Recognise the connection between mountain 
biking and land kaitiaki. Mountain bike groups 
routinely combine trail building with plant and 
pest eradication, tree planting, beautification 
and maintenance. 
Recognise the Oroua River trail proposal 
provides an opportunity to explain the history 
of the area both from Maori and European 

Officers do not encourage dirt bike riders, a 
number of signs have been installed and 
removed by vandalism, but difficult one to stop. 
 
Council is reviewing its Walking and Cycling 
Strategy shortly. This will include consideration 
of mountain bike trails.  
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perspective using interpretive educational 
signs. 
Recognise that development of the Oroua 
River trails and other mountain biking areas 
provides an opportunity for tourism activities 
(at local, regional and national scale) to 
encourage more people to visit. 
Recognise that the proposed Oroua River trail 
system will provide health and social 
connectedness benefits to users. 
 
Mountain Biking 
 
Identify and allocate an area of council owned 
land within the central district for 
development and management by Feilding 
Trails and the Manawatu Mountain Bike Club. 
 
Council can help by allowing access around 
the perimeter of the sanitation land and the 
Boness Road property, preventing motorised 
vehicles on the walkway, and supporting the 
project with trail materials, native plants and 
staff expertise. 
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Link to submission General Comments Officer Responses 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa 
Environmental Centre 

Rangitāne o Manawatū is requesting that any 
urban development within the Manawatū Awa 
catchment: 

- Avoids building in floodable areas; 
- Avoids filling gullies, destroying 

wetlands, streams and any other special 
ecological area; 

- Sets aside wāhi tapu as public reserves 
through any development process;  

- Prioritises stormwater treatment to the 
highest degree; 

- Prioritises room for waterbodies to 
display their natural character, allowing 
room to move and connect with their 
floodplains; 

- Avoids interrupting natural flow paths, 
working with wai instead of against it; 

- Ensures sufficient budget is provided for 
the maintenance of infrastructure, 
especially stormwater devices that 
provide the first line of defence to 
protect wai; and 

Council is required by the Building Act 2004 to 
consider natural hazard risk, including flooding, 
when processing building consent applications 
for new buildings.  
 
Flood hazard risk is also considered by Council 
when rezoning land in the District Plan for future 
urban development. 
 
Council does not restrict waterways outside of 
the urban area. However, some of the regional 
flood protection schemes (managed by Horizons) 
restrict waterways to a specific flow path. 
 
Earthworks and activities near gullies, wetlands 
and other natural areas are controlled by 
Horizons Regional Council under the One Plan. 
Horizons One Plan also contains rules in relation 
to maintenance of natural stormwater flow paths. 
 
Council’s Drainage Bylaw 2022 contains controls 
around stormwater discharges into Council’s 
reticulated stormwater network, including 
treatment requirements for certain activities.  
However, stormwater quality outside of Council’s 
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Overall aligns with Rangitāne o Manawatū 
understanding of Te Mana o te Wai. 

reticulated network is the responsibility of 
Horizons Regional Council. 
 
Council has installed a stormwater treatment 
device on the stormwater line that receives 
stormwater from the saleyards in Feilding. 
Routine maintenance of this device will ensure 
that it retains its treatment capacity. 
 

204 204- Tangimoana 
Community 
Committee 

204 - Tangimoana 
Community 
Committee.pdf 

 

Tangimoana community would like to ask for 
updated flood hazard information of 
Tangimoana - village and surrounds to be made 
a high priority. 

 Currently both Horizons (HRC) and MDC seem 
to be using maps with differing overlays causing 
some confusion. 

Flood hazard data used at MDC is provided by 
Horizons, hence the data should be the same. 
GIS team follows the lead of Horizons in terms of 
classification of flood avoidance and mitigation. 
Therefore, there should be no difference between 
Horizons and MDC’s flood layers except the 
visual presentation (symbology) of the data.  
 
Council could request a copy of the map that is 
causing confusion so we can investigate any 
inconsistencies further with Horizons.  

222   222- Manawatu 
District Ratepayers 
Union 

Increase public consultation on planning 
process, show greater appreciation of the effect 
on residents when resource consents are 
applied and ensure downstream implications of 
increased housing and commercial density are 
properly considered.  

Due to commercial sensitivity, and privacy 
concerns, not all consents can be made available 
publicly. However, there are specific 
requirements under the RMA around when 
consents must be publicly notified, which 
Council follows, and all granted consents are a 
matter of public record (i.e. available on request). 
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Council to consider opening a public facing 
electronic register of all consent applications 
that can be accessed in real time.  
Ensure public is aware of all the growth 
planning in the district such as new housing 
subdivisions, multi storey buildings for private 
and social housing, commercial premises in 
Turner’s road etcetera.  

It is the applicant’s responsibility to 
communicate with affected parties when 
preparing a consent application. Council only 
notifies parties if there is a requirement under the 
RMA for notification.   
 
Changes in notification processes could cause 
delays in statutory processing times. 

241   241- Mark Patrick Council should consider expanding the urban 
development of Feilding to   
-Between Reidsline West and Brewsters Rd, 
between Brewsters Road and Bell Road West, 
crossing the Oroua River to Aorangi to Taonui 
River in the east. Council needs to consider 
land elevation, flood vulnerability and LUC.  
  
Council needs to consider allocating space for 
recreational areas, community facilities as well 
as a fourth state primary school and a potential 
expansion of the high school.  
  
Designate a green space area either side of the 
Makino/Mangakino stream (about 10 metres 
from the streambank) to protect houses nearby 
from flooding.  
  
Consider future development in smaller towns 
and villages:  

Council is commencing its Urban Growth 
Strategy. This will include consideration of future 
development areas which are appropriate to 
need. Council will review a range of options when 
developing this strategy, having regard to a 
number of factors, including (but not limited to) 
infrastructure feasibility, flood risk, geographic 
constraints, proximity to existing urban areas, 
land use capability class etc.  
 
Demand for community facilities, including parks 
and commercial centres would be included as 
part of the Urban Growth Strategy. The need for 
new schools is determined by the Ministry of 
Education. 
 
Flood channel zones around the Makino Stream 
are already in the District Plan. These zones 
establish set-backs for any new development. 
The extension of any stopbanks outside of the 
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Halcombe- redevelop the paper roads  
Colyton and Cheltenham- Council controlled 
and sanctioned development that is 
sustainable, ecologically and aesthetically 
pleasing. Also keep natural tree vegetation.  
Kimbolton- Its higher ground and the cooler 
climate can be advantageous for more urban 
growth  
Rongotea- Houses could be two story and on 
stilts as it is on a flood plain.  
Sanson- Develop northern side    
  

current flood protection network would need to 
be worked through with Horizons.  
 
Villages zones are already established in the 
Manawatū District Plan in the areas of Halcombe, 
Colyton, Cheltenham, Kimbolton, Tangimoana, 
Rongotea and Sanson. There are many vacant 
sections within these villages that are able to be 
developed. While Council has zoned land, it is 
demand and the market the determines what 
form development takes. Council’s role is in 
providing infrastructure to support this 
development, as demand requires. 
 
Land was recently rezoned for residential 
development in Rongotea as part of a private plan 
change request.  

245   245- Ian Cook Current trend of encouraging population and 
industrial growth is placing a burden on the 
town, it’s roading and resources. Growth needs 
to be limited.  

Council, as part of its infrastructure asset 
management role, considers demand and the 
location of this demand, through documents 
such as its Asset Management Plans and Long-
term Plan, which are developed with expert input. 
 
The National Policy Statement for Urban 
Development strongly encourages Councils, 
such as MDC, to provide sufficient capacity to 
accommodate residential and industrial growth. 
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250   255- Ngati Te Au Ngāti Te Au is requesting Building Resource 
Management Act capacity for our hapū 
members via workshops  

 This request is generally supported but is subject 
to resources being available to support it. This 
may set a precedent for other iwi and hapū. 

266   266- Janice McCann New housing is without sufficient parking 
spaces. Curbside parking increases wear and 
tear.  

Central Government introduced the National 
Policy Statement for Urban Development which 
has removed Council’s ability to require onsite 
carparking for new urban development.  

Homeowners should be notified of high rise 
buildings in their street – able to object.  

• Do body corp rules apply to the 
recent multi-units on a single 
section?  

Can a home owner request info on vacant 
sections in their street – impact on home 
owners equity.  

Buildings are only allowed to be built up to 9m 
(i.e. 3 storeys) in the District Plan without 
resource consent. Providing that a development 
meets the rules for that zone in the District Plan, 
the activity is permitted (i.e. no public notification 
is required).  
 
Yes, body corporate rules do apply. However, the 
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development is 
the lead agency providing the oversight of body 
corporates, this is not a Council responsibility.  
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155 155- Anita Chan Fix the merging lane from East 
St/railway line to Waughs rd/Turners 
Rd. That's awkward merging 
happening there. When you're 
increasing your speed to 80 km/hr I 
have to slow down to  
avoid someone turning into the golf 
club. They need a turning bay.    

Please provide adequate street 
lighting. I hate the idea of more 
speed  
bumps being installed. I just want to 
get to my destination and back 
home.   

Get walkways built because they'll 
just get more expensive. We need to 
get the community active because 
overweight and unhealthy people are 
a burden on society. If you build it we 
will use it.   

The East St-Waughs Rd/Tuners Rd intersection not 
the responsibility of MDC but of NZTA. Waughs Rd 
past the golf club is also State Highway and 
therefore the responsibility of NZTA, not MDC. 
MDC will pass both observations onto NZTA for 
their consideration. 

Generally, streetlighting is provided at expected 
specifications. LED upgrades were carried out in 
the early 2020’s, replacing the orange (sodium) 
lights with white light LED’s. 

Speed hump installations have been carried out at 
the behest of residents on local roads, only 
installed if: 

A) Traffic data indicates excessive speed from
a significant minority,

B) residents living on a particular road where a
request for speed humps had been made by
an individual also living on that road.
Council contacts each resident and asks if
they are for or against speed humps

Humps are only installed if – firstly – more than 
50% of residents respond, and – secondly – more 
than 50% of those responses want speed humps. 

50



Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comments Officer Response 

Provision of roading related walkways have been 
incorporated into its forward work programme, 
balanced against Council’s strategic priorities and 
anticipated funding availability. 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa Environmental 
Centre 

Rangitāne o Manawatū is requesting 
the prioritisation and implementation 
of a network of Shared Use Pathways 
(SUPs) to connect communities. They 
are requesting for Rangitāne o 
Manawatū mātauranga to be used in 
the design phase to avoid and 
minimise effects on natural heritage 
and wāhi tapu.  

This request lacks detail as to which communities 
should be inspirationally linked, therefore 
assessment of impacts, demand, or other resource 
cannot be easily made.  
 
Paths situated entirely within road corridors would 
be conceptualised and delivered by Roading 
through Roading’s Walking & Cycling Matrix 
Assessment Tool. The development of a 
‘districtwide community connection’ pathway 
would require many months of dedicated resource 
just to get to the concept stage and progression 
through to construction would be highly dependent 
on funding availability/limits. 
 
Funding for Rural SUP’s have been anticipated in 
10-year forecast, under non-subsidised work 
programme(s), given Central Government’s 
redirection of funding under the updated draft 2024 
Government Policy Statement on Land Transport 
(GPS). Limited funding has been allocated to Years 
1-3 for urban/peri-urban paths identified in other 
submissions. From years 4-10, this focusses 
primarily on the Te Araroa Trail and Hiwinui Village.  
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Subsidised SUP’s in Years 1-3 have had all funding 
reallocated due to the GPS redirection severely 
curtailing path projects. Budgets currently 
recommence for SUP’s from years 4-10 at $250k 
per year (an ‘optimistic’ inclusion to access funds 
from National Land Transport Fund – no guarantee 
this will happen).  
 

178   178- Lana Aldhworth 
  

Concerned about maintenance of 
footpaths in the Feilding township. 
Concerned about overhanging trees 
and shrubs over footpaths – in some 
places they are hazardous, obscuring 
driveways – dangerous to young 
cyclists, pre-schoolers on trikes, 
young mothers with prams, and the 
general public. Many footpaths are 
affected by tree roots.  

 Footpaths exhibit a >96% fair (or better) condition 
rating at present, with most footpaths in Feilding. 
Specific defects (including tree roots should be 
reported to Council, whereby the Contractor can 
be dispatched to assess and remedy, as 
appropriate under BAU maintenance. 
 
Trees/shrubs overhanging public paths: 
Urban areas are within the purview of 
Community/open spaces/urban. 
 
Rural areas are within the purview of Roading. 
Specific defects should be reported to Council, 
whereby the Contractor will be dispatched to 
assess and remedy as appropriate. If the tree is 
private, Council will contact the owner; if there is 
no action/response, Council will carry out the 
required works to make safe the corridor and may 
pass on the cost to the owner. 
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185   185- Health New Zealand Concerned that Manawatū District 
Council is not slowing traffic on 
arterial roads other than for   
schools, and a short section on 
Halcombe Road which is deemed 
necessary for safety.  
 
Health NZ sees merit in proceeding 
with the Speed Management Plan 
consulted on earlier this   
year and having the budget for it 
considered in the LTP.  

The 2024-27 Speed Management Plan (on which 
Health NZ submitted) is to be put to Council 
(timeframe tbc) along with recommended changes 
based on public submissions. Central Government 
has indicated  it will allow reduced speed limits 
around schools, with caveats. 
  
Roading intends to progress the 2024-27 SMP 
(amended after public consultation); funding has 
been duly submitted to NZTA through our Roading 
AMP Programme Business Case, but this 
application for financial assistance won’t be 
confirmed until as late as September 2024.  
Further speed reviews cannot be undertaken until 
Central Government releases their new legislation, 
replacing the Land Transport Rule: Setting of Speed 
Limits 2022. Council therefore cannot commit to 
amend speed limits throughout the District (other 
than ‘accepted’ by the public in the recent SMP 
consultation) at this time.  

189  189- CEDA - Jerry Shearman CEDA is requesting that MDC ensures 
consideration   
is given into roading investment and 
maintenance decisions in alignment 
to the Manawatū Destination 
Management Plan to ensure the 
districts key visitor sector offerings 
are future proofed and the user 

 Maintenance of the road network is focussed 
primarily on managing Council’s existing assets to 
the expected standards for the next 3 years, based 
on public, Council and Central Government 
desires, subject to NZTA funding and balanced 
against limiting rates rises. 
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experience (ie motorhomes, 
cyclists, and motorbikes) are 
considered in the usability, 
wayfinding  and maintenance 
especially in areas of The Country 
Road and Manawatū Scenic Route.   
This also includes considerations for 
more at risk areas such as the 
northern entrance to the Manawatū 
Scenic Route along Ruahine Road 
which has been prone to slips during   
weather events  

Under the latest Customer Satisfaction survey, the 
metric ‘Roads easy to navigate with sufficient 
signage’ achieved an 84% satisfaction score. 
 
Slips to Ruahine road will continue to be managed 
under ‘business as usual’ in the Road Maintenance 
Contract. However, our Roading Asset 
Management Plan specifically references Ruahine 
Road as a road requiring resilience management; a 
funding request to NZTA to combat these issues for 
Ruahine Road between 2024-27 has been made in 
the Programme Business Case (this funding is yet 
to be confirmed). 

189  189- CEDA - Jerry Shearman MDC LTP should consider provision 
for funding to enable support of the 
continuation of Manawatū’s Regional 
Freight Ring Road into the district and 
how that will connect to the existing 
state highway network. This would 
support the wider regional roading 
network as outlined in “Accessing 
Central New Zealand” and help 
cement the regions position as the   
third node of distribution and 
logistics in New Zealand.  

MDC has submitted to PNCC’s draft LTP as well as 
their Future Development Strategy indicating our 
support for these regional projects. MDC has also 
requested that PNCC collaborate with MDC when 
planning new roading connections to ensure 
alignment in our future planning and investment 
decision-making.  
 
 
  

205   205- Poupatate Marae • Quicker response to clear 
debris after slips have 
occurred.  

The community can assist us in providing a fast 
response to issues by informing us of them quickly 
via our Antenno App.   
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• Require signage to slow traffic, 
advise of sharp turns/corners 
and a safe place for tamariki to 
stand at the Makino Rd and 
Reureu Rd crossroads when 
waiting for the bus to town. 
Currently tamariki stand on the 
gravel part of the road with no 
shelter or safe waiting space.  

• Mirror required at the gate of 
Poupatatē marae due to 
difficulty in seeing oncoming 
traffic on the blind spot on the 
western side of the gate 
heading onto the road.  

 Incoming Road Maintenance Contract has 
tightened up response times, including slips: 
 

• More than 10 cubic metres of material, or 
any slip affecting drainage, the carriageway 
or motorist safety: 
o Initial response is expected within 2 

hours, remedy within 14 days 
 

• Less than 10 cubic meters of material, and 
not affecting, drainage, carriageway or 
motorist safety: 
o 1 Month 

 
Curve signage for Makino Road was installed in the 
mid-2010’s. Pryces Line has been surveyed and is 
to be placed on the curve signage improvements 
programme (timeframe dependent on funding). 
There are no sharp turns in the road in proximity to 
Reu Reu / Makino intersection. 
 
Bus shelter requests should be made to the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) where pick up/drop off 
points are serviced by school buses (this is 
because the the MoE - not local or regional council 
- contracts bus companies for school services). 
 

55



Submission 
Number 

Link to submission General Comments Officer Response 

A convex mirror opposite Marae will have no 
benefit, as it would be situated to the inside of the 
curve and provide no extra visibility in either 
direction. 
 
As per submission #202, marae signage is a project 
external to roading that is being progressed. 

205    205- Poupatate Marae At Waituna stream bridge the 
position of the pillars under the 
bridge obstructs the debris that 
comes down when the stream is in 
flood. This causes a build-up of 
debris and bad flooding.   
The bridge has been washed out 
twice in recent years and needs 
remediation to withstand   
future flooding events.  

 Bridge has been identified by Roading department 
as one of a number of locations to monitor. 
 
Activities to manage this watercourse in proximity 
to the bridge will be carried out under ‘business as 
usual’ Road Maintenance Contract. This includes 
removing aggraded material to the riverbed to 
maximise through-flow and minimise debris build-
up at piers. 

207  
  

 207- Environment Network 
Manawatu 
  

That MDC work with Horizons to 
incentivise the use of public transport 
by raising costs around this.  

The Feilding town centre parking limit enforcement 
is primarily to encourage a greater turnover of 
visitors in town. The decision to install time limited 
parking signage was made by Council in late 2023. 
Previous engagements have been clear that the 
community does not want parking meters and it is 
not Council’s intention to pursue paid parking at 
this time.   

That bus and possibly train services 
between Feilding and Palmerston 
North be intensified.   

MDC has membership on the Manawatū Public 
Transport Governance Group who are reviewing the 
Feilding Passenger transport services, including 
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the Feilding Orbiter and the Palmerston North to 
Feilding commuter bus service. MDC has 
submitted in favour of the additional budget that 
has been included in Horizons draft LTP for 
implementation of any recommendations coming 
out of the Regional Passenger Services Review.  
  
MDC has advocated to Horizons in support of the 
establishment and operation of the rural 
community transport service (an on-demand 
service for the rural villages of the Manawatū).   
  
MDC has also advocated to Horizons and central 
government on a possible extension to the Capital 
Connection rail service to Feilding.   
  

That MDC collaborate with Horizons 
to ensure that active transport has a 
strong commuter focus, not just a 
health and wellbeing one.  

MDC have completed their section of the Feilding 
to Palmerston North shared pathway. MDC has 
been advocating through submissions to Horizons 
and PNCC for a number of years for the PNCC 
portion of this shared cycleway to be completed. 
Once completed, this will provide a safe 
commuting route between Feilding and Palmerston 
North. MDC is again requesting the prioritisation of 
this project through our submission to PNCC’s 
draft Long-term Plan 2024-34.  

That MDC provide economic 
assistance and cycling coaching 

 Council has not received requests from retirement 
home residents for this type of assistance.   
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guidance to retirement home 
residents to reduce car usage.  

217   217- Aorangi Marae Trustees Aorangi Marae Trustees support 
mitigations to the rapid exacerbation 
of heavy traffic use of Waughs 
Rd/Aorangi. They suggest a separate 
roading system for heavy traffic.  

Council has highlighted priority to the Regional 
Land Transport Plan and Palmerston North City 
Council for the Freight Ring Road (part of PNITI) be 
progressed, particularly at the Bunnythorpe / 
Waughs Road end of the proposed route to enable 
freight efficiency in/out of the Feilding locale.  

222   222- Manawatu District 
Ratepayers Association 

Council needs to investigate dump 
sites closer to major trouble sites e.g 
Mangaweka Bluffs. Buy a gully if 
necessary to stop horrific dumping 
costs  

 Aside from regulatory requirements and 
consenting becoming increasingly 
complex/expensive, the following should be noted: 
 
Historically, dump sites have been sourced and 
managed via the Road Maintenance Contractor. In 
recent years quotes for clean-up and disposal of 
cleanfill and storm debris have escalated 
significantly.  To this end, Council’s internal staff 
have taken an approach to reduce expenditure by 
negotiating with various landowners directly. 
New sites will come onstream in-line with the new 
Road Maintenance Contract and will continue as 
an ongoing activity. 
Purchasing of additional tracts of land for dumping 
purposes is not envisaged at this time. 

224   224- Rachel Woolley There is benefit to utilising local 
knowledge in regards to roading. 
Locals are also willing to help 
whenever events arise. For example 

 Council appreciates the willingness of civically 
minded locals to assist Council with the cleanup 
following emergency events. However, Council 
cannot formally request assistance or hold a 
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locals can clear slips, chainsaw 
falling trees etc. It would be good to 
work together with locals.  
  
Improve preventative work on rural 
roads. It is important to keep on top 
of small issues while preventing 
larger issues   

register of volunteers due to health and safety 
issues associated with members of the community 
working in the road reserve. Such actions could 
create liability for Council. 
 
However, if such ‘volunteers’ have carried out - for 
example, chainsaw or slip clearance - activities on 
blocked roads prior to appointed contractors 
arriving, Council happily acknowledges any such 
assistance. 
  

226   226- Laura Clifford  What safety measures can be put in 
place to improve the intersections of 
Makino Road, Lethbridge and North 
Streets? The intersection requires 
you to check 6 ways and there have 
been awful accidents. There are also 
crossings, trains and dodgy dairy 
parking as well.  

The Roading department agrees that these 
intersections are challenging to negotiate. 
Note: Council has already amended the crossings, 
placed controls at the intersections, provided a 
right turn bay at North St/Lethbridge St, reduced 
conflicting parking movements around the 
intersections, and squared up Denbigh St 
intersection to distance it from Chamberlain 
St/Makino Rd. 
 
Presence of the railway causes severe legislative, 
procedural, physical, and cost induced restrictions 
to mitigate. Concept solutions have been 
considered, but detailed design, implementation 
and consequent changes to traffic flows may make 
such a project untenable. 
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It is unlikely that this project would achieve NZTA 
funding and would therefore be fully rate-payer 
funded. 

234   234- Te Reureu (TeReuReu)  
Sign for our Urupa.  
Signage to our Urupa  
Transport for Kaumatua into Dr 
appointments.  

Marae signage is a project external to roading that 
is being progressed. This may/can encapsulate 
Urupa as well. 
 
MDC has membership on the Manawatū Public 
Transport Governance Group who are reviewing the 
Feilding Passenger transport services, including the 
Feilding Orbiter and the Palmerston North to 
Feilding commuter bus service. We have submitted 
in favour of the additional budget that has been 
included in Horizons draft LTP for implementation 
of any recommendations coming out of the 
Regional Passenger Services Review.  
 
MDC is advocating to Horizons in support of the 
establishment and operation of the rural 
community transport service (an on-demand 
service for the rural villages of the Manawatū). 
 
There are other transport service providers that 
may be able to assist (e.g. St John). 

236   236- Mark Wasley Council should continue to advocate 
on issues of importance to its 
residents such as road   

 Council will continue to advocate on these issues 
with the appropriate authorities.  
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safety on State Highway 54, Feilding 
and district-wide public transport 
services.  

242   242- Horizons Regional Council Horizons Draft LTP proposes to 
update the current bus service and 
contract in line with community 
feedback by 2025-26 and provide 
funding for a Rural Manawatu 
Community shuttle service.  
HRC notes that implementation of 
any new or changed public transport 
service will also require MDC 
investment in relation to public 
transport infrastructure and 
maintenance. HRC supports the 
inclusion of investment by MDC in 
infrastructure to contribute to future 
public transport improvements which 
include construction and 
maintenance of bus stops.  

 Support the proposal to update current bus 
services and for the Rural Manawatu Community 
Shuttle Service. 
 
Difficult to determine required commitment for 
Public Transport infrastructure until an outline 
service plan is developed (i.e., route details, stop 
locations, etc). 
Infrastructure such as kerbing, paths, bus shelter 
pads, and/or signage can be funded from existing 
budgets. 
On the assumption that any such service will not 
be operational prior to the 2027-30 period, funding 
for projects with greater Level(s) of Service can be 
made through the standard 3-yearly Programme 
Business Case to NZTA for financial assistance. 

250   250- Ngati Te Au Ngāti Te Au is requesting 
improvements on rural transport  

 MDC is working with Horizons through the 
Manawatū Public Transport Governance Group to 
review passenger transport services in the District. 
MDC has been supporting Neighbourhood Support 
Manawatū in their proposal to establish and 
operate a rural community transport service, 
including in advocating to Horizons on behalf of 
rural communities. Horizons has indicated it will 
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support this service through its Long-term Plan 
2024-34. 

258   258- Heather Knox Does not agree with the proposal to 
shift the dates for work services down 
Port St East (from Churcher Street to 
the Makino Stream) from 2026/2027 
to 2032/34. The one lane road is 
substandard. The shift in timeframes 
means that the submitter will not 
receive services for many more years, 
and it potentially reduces the value of 
their property.  

 Staging of upgraded urban roads is based on 
developer timeframes, and the pre-requisite utility 
infrastructure (3-waters, power, etc) being put in 
the ground.  Planning for these other utilities is 
outside core roading planning. 
 
Roading is primarily interested in these timeframes 
so that it understands when a road (and associated 
assets) are going to be ‘returned’ or vested to the 
department for inclusion in ‘business as usual’ 
maintenance and renewals programmes. 

266   266- Janice McCann In relation to Council’s consideration 
re “roads”  

• New housing is without 
sufficient parking spaces. 
Curbside parking increases 
wear and tear  

• Council staff parking  
• Speed bumps in Grey Street  
• Speed issues in Church St  
• Heavy haulage through 

Halcombe  
• Accident prevention 

Grey/Church/Railway Line – 
consider closing this 
dangerous railway crossing  

Central Government introduced the National 
Policy Statement for Urban Development which 
has removed Council’s ability to require onsite 
carparking for new urban development. 
 
‘Wear and tear’ to road shoulders is nowhere near 
as detrimental as ‘wear and tear’ of traffic lanes, 
which dictates maintenance and renewals. 
 
Council provides a staff carpark (which is also 
accessible to the public) next to the Salvation Army 
shop. Overflow parking is on neighbouring public 
roads.  
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• Cross now/warning lights at 
crossing by the skatepark – 
two painted orange discs is 
insufficient  

There is a process that Council follows when 
evaluating requests for speed humps in residential 
areas. Council is considering a raised pedestrian 
crossing on Grey Street which will assist in slowing 
traffic and provides safe passage for pedestrians. 
 
Halcombe Road is a key corridor between Feilding 
and SH1 and has to be maintained as suitable for 
freight when SH3 is unavailable between Awahuri 
and Bulls. 
HCV’s also choose to use Halcombe Road to avoid 
the static weighbridge at Ohakea. This use may 
reduce once NZTA installs the new CVIU weigh 
station with a rolling weigh bridge on SH1/3 (also at 
Ohakea). 
 
Speed on public roads is an NZ Police issue. MDC 
conducts speed management reviews across the 
roading network and responds to issues as they are 
identified. 
 
Closure of Grey St Rail crossing would cause 
significant traffic flow concerns for Feilding; this 
would force all traffic to cross the railway at either 
North St or Kimbolton Rd, both of which would 
likely introduce adequacy issues. 
Note: safety at this intersection has improved 
greatly since the inclusion of the pedestrian 
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crossing to the South of Grey St and narrowing of 
the traffic lane(s) through the intersection. 
 
Belisha beacons (orange discs) are standard for 
pedestrian crossings in New Zealand. If there is an 
issue, such as the disc being rotated or obscured, it 
should be reported to Council and a contractor will 
be dispatched to remedy under BAU maintenance.  
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021 021- Cancer Society Cancer Society New Zealand 
(Manawatu Centre Inc) is requesting 
that MDC continues to support the 
Smokefree/Vapefree initiatives 
proposed in the now repealed 
Smokefree 2025 Act to strengthen our 
commitment to being SmokeFree and 
VapeFree 

Council has an existing Smokefree Policy that was 
adopted in July 2022 and is due for review in July 
2025. This Policy does not currently include 
vaping. Council does not intend to repeal its 
Smokefree Policy. 

Council’s Smokefree Policy encourages the 
community to refrain from smoking in public 
places, Council facilities and public outdoor 
areas. Council also has smokefree or smoke and 
vape free provisions in place inside halls (through 
halls terms and conditions), the Feilding Library 
and the Makino Aquatic Centre (conditions of 
entry). 

Clause 3.7 of this policy states that Council-run or 
supported events will be run and promoted as 
smokefree events. 

Council takes an educational rather than an 
enforcement approach to this policy.  

The Coalition Government has stated that it 
remains committed to the Smokefree 2025 goal, 
but reversed the following changes that were 
made to the Smokefree Act in Dec 2022: 
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- The reduction in retail outlets (“retail 
reduction scheme”) 

- The de-nicotinisation of cigarettes; and 
- The smokefree generation ban. 

Further legislative changes to strengthen the 
regulation of vaping and other nicotine products to 
better protect children and young people be 
presented to Cabinet in the future.  
 
Officers support the submitters request that we 
consider expanding the scope of Council’s 
Smokefree Policy to include vaping. However, the 
request to include initiatives that have now been 
repealed are not supported as Council is not 
responsible for the regulation of tobacco and 
vaping products. Even if such initiatives were 
included in our Policy, Council would have no 
statutory authority to enforce such requirements.   
 

083 083- Ben Caldwell It’s disappointing to see that much of 
the pre-engagement feedback that 
was received by Council has been 
ignored in the plan. 

The outcomes of early engagement were 
presented to elected members and helped guide 
their decision-making regarding proposals for 
inclusion in the draft Long-term Plan.  
 
Council was constrained in its ability to include 
new projects and initiatives in its draft budget for 
affordability reasons.  
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116 116- Kirsty Kauri Request to incorporate more Māori 
initiatives back into the community – 
i.e. ingoa names, mana whenua 
taonga, korero Māori 

Council could consider how places reflect Māori 
identity as part of its Town Centre Refresh Project 
and other projects throughout the District. Council 
will also look at how to better engage with Māori 
through the review of its Significance and 
Engagement Policy and the Te Kīwai (o te Kete) 
Policy. 
 
Should Council wish to consider renaming any 
existing streets, reference should be made to its 
Property Addressing Policy. 
 
In accordance with the Policy, Council does not 
encourage renaming existing roads due to costs 
and the inconvenience and confusion caused to 
the community. 
 
A name change will only be considered if there is a 
clear benefit in doing so and the owners of land 
fronting the road are generally in agreement with 
the proposal (see 4.3.5). 
 
Any place name changes also go through the 
Geographic Board for review. 
 

153 153- Allan Dodge (Comments made during the Hearing) Affordability has been a key consideration in 
preparing this Long-term Plan and the reason 
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Questions how MDC is considering 
increasing food prices in its Long-
term Planning. 
MDC should also be considering how 
it can better support farmers given 
that farmers are having to adapt their 
way of farming more rapidly than they 
have in the past. 

Council has worked hard to keep rates increases 
as low as possible. Increasing food prices are just 
one of the factors that Council has considered 
when evaluating the impact of decision-making on 
the community. 
 
MDC shares the submitters concerns regarding 
the need to support farmers through the many 
pressures they are facing. MDC has been actively 
advocating on behalf of the rural communities of 
the Manawatū through submissions to central 
government, central government agencies and 
Horizons Regional Council on changes that 
adversely impact farmers. 

174 174- Te Ao Turoa Environmental 
Centre 

Council’s priorities as set out in the 
draft Long-term Plan are supported, 
subject to the following addition (in 
bold): 
 
“A future planned together – work with 
all parts of the community and 
tangata whenua groups to plan for a 
future everyone can enjoy.” 
 
The submitter notes that tangata 
whenua are not another part of the 
community, they have rights and 

Inclusion would provide clarity and iwi will see 
themselves within the policy. However, any update to 
this strategic priority is a Council decision.  
 
Officers recommend that this request be noted for 
when Council next reviews its strategic outcomes 
for the next Long-term Plan. This is likely to be in 
the first triennium (i.e. 2024/25). 
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interests that require consideration 
under Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 
Rangitāne o Manawatū is requesting 
for the Iwi Environmental 
Management Plan (IMP) to be 
published on our website and utilised 
in decision making. They also request 
to be directly involved in Council’s 
planning and decision making.   

The Rangitane Environmental Management Plan 
will assist with Council’s planned district wide 
environmental strategy. Council has expressed its 
intention to collaborate with any interested iwi in 
developing the district wide environmental 
strategy.   
 
The current government repeal and review of the 
RMA may contravene some of the objectives of the 
Rangitane Environment Management Plan (for 
example the objectives of Te Mana o Te Wai). 
 

Rangitāne o Manawatū requires that 
Council include iwi engagement in all 
decision-making processes equal to 
council in the Significance and 
Engagement Policy. 
  

The Significance & Engagement Policy is going to 
be reviewed this year (likely beginning July/August). 
Any changes to the policy will need to go through 
both pre-engagement and a formal consultative 
period. As part of that we will engage with all iwi 
and hapū, including Rangitāne o Manawatū, so 
they can inform the policy.   
 
Iwi engagement in decision-making is not equal 
with the Council (i.e., not 50/50). Iwi engagement 
differs depending on the activity or decision that is 
being made, and therefore it is hard to make an all-
encompassing statement on this.  
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In Council’s Significance and Engagement Policy 
2020, the impacts on Māori are a relevant factor in 
assessing the degree of significance of a given 
decision (para 4.2.2). The approach to engagement 
for Māori is guided by the Council’s current 
processes for this.  
  
Te Kīwai (o te kete) is MDC’s policy on working with 
Māori and seeking their contribution to decision-
making. This Policy lays out MDC’s willingness to 
specifically engage with Māori on decisions 
affecting them (above and beyond MDC’s 
engagement with other communities of interest). It 
also lists areas of Council activities that have been 
identified as being particularly important to Māori, 
and a model of engagement with tangata whenua 
(paras 5 and 6).  
 

180   180- Health NZ Health NZ is recommending that Te 
Kīwai (o te kete) 2020 is referenced 
early in the LTP document  
given its significance to Council 
decision making.  

 There is a section summarising Te Kīwai (o te kete) 
2020 in the LTP.   
  

181   181- Angela McIntyre The Council needs to investigate what 
is happening in the atmosphere 
above the Rangitikei and understand 
the full implications of the 
consequences urgently needs 

The key agency responsible for atmospheric 
monitoring is the National Institute of Water and 
Atmospheric Research (NIWA). NIWA is tasked 
with conducting research in a range of 
environmental areas, including climate, 
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addressing as the results can be 
irreversible to the environment.  

atmospheric science, and freshwater systems. 
They monitor various aspects of the atmosphere, 
including air quality, greenhouse gases, weather 
patterns, and climate change impacts. 
Additionally, other government departments and 
agencies may also be involved in atmospheric 
monitoring, such as the Ministry for the 
Environment and the Environmental Protection 
Authority.  
 
According to the Ministry for Environment OIA 
response, there is no evidence to support the 
occurrence of cloud seeding, geoengineering, or 
any other weather modification methods by the 
New Zealand Government.   

Disappointed with the wording of 
issue 1 (roading differentials). The 
issue is worded with a biased slant 
that creates a greater divide between 
rural and urban. Those not using rural 
roads may object to paying higher 
rates, but everyone contributes into 
the ‘common pot of good’ for 
community facilities that rural 
residents may infrequently use. 
Retailers rely on rural people 
spending their money in the CBD. You 
can’t get around to the beautiful 

MDC carefully considers the wellbeing of all 
residents, whether rural or urban. There was no 
intention to create a divide.  
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Rangitikei River fishing/rafting and 
picnicking without using rural roads. 
For the common pot of good, cannot 
be selective by segregation and 
driving the rural urban division. This is 
not acceptable from Council. 

185 185- Health NZ Health NZ is offering their input as a 
key stakeholder in the development 
and implementation of the 
Environmental Strategy and Action 
Plan. They have also asked us to 
ensure clear funding lines confirms 
the intent of these important pieces 
of climate action work.  

Budget has not been set aside for developing a 
district-wide environmental strategy. However, 
MDC is commencing with the development of an 
organisation-focussed environmental strategy as a 
starting point for the wider district strategy. 
 
MDC welcomes the collaboration from Health NZ 
to input into the draft Environment Sustainability 
Strategy. 

207   207- Environment Network 
Manawatu 

There needs to be a significantly 
stronger focus on what this means for 
our people in our rohe and our 
endemic flora and fauna. The 
language used in the consultation 
document (words like ‘some’ and 
‘may’) is at best non-committal. 
People need to be prepared for what 
is not a possibility, but what is 
unanimously regarded in the 
scientific community as an absolute 
certainty. There needs to be overall 
guidance offered to the human   

Council understands the importance of 
environmental sustainability in today's world. One 
of Council’s priorities is to protect and care for our 
District’s natural and physical resources to ensure 
that we have an environment to be proud of. 
 
Council recognises the need for a strategic 
approach to inform efforts towards environmental 
protection and improvement. Council is 
developing an environmental strategy that outlines 
our impact on the environment and a realistic 
action plan to reduce this impact. 
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inhabitants of the region as to how 
these climate changes and the 
requisite mitigations might or will   
affect their lives as currently lived. 
What is required here is a LTP which 
has a sense of human needs   
over a period of several to ten 
decades, which sets the general 
direction and level of urgency of   
councils' policies.  
  
Concerned about the invasion of 
Phragmites karka in our region.  

Progress with this work requires collaboration and 
collective action. Council commits to engage with 
our stakeholders, including environmental groups 
like yours, to co-create solutions that drive positive 
environmental impact. 

In our submission to Horizons 2021 draft LTP, MDC 
supported the submission by the Awahuri Forest-
Kitchener Park Trust in respect of the risk posed by 
Phragmites karka and the need for prompt action 
to contain it.  

We know that this pest remains a key concern of 
the Awahuri Forest-Kitchener Park Trust and MDC 
continues to advocate to Horizons on behalf of the 
Trust for prompt action by Horizons on this matter. 
MDC has also supported Awahuri Forest-Kitchener 
Park Trust’s submission to Horizons draft LTP 
2024-34.  

MDC’s submission to Horizons 2021 draft LTP 
requested that Horizons consider amendments to 
the budget for Biosecurity and Biodiversity 
activities and the Regional Pest Management Plan 
to address concerns within the Manawatū District. 

MDC specifically requested the following: 
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1. Horizons fund an officer to work towards 
eradication of the pest plant Phragmites 
karka across the region, and allocates 
budget to the pest plant management team 
areas to allow officers to eradicate the 
plant. 

2. That Horizons lobby on behalf of region to 
have Phragmites karka listed on the 
national pest plant list. 

3. That Horizons review of the Regional Pest 
Management Plan address known pest 
management concerns in the Manawatū 
District, including in relation to Phragmites 
karka, Senecio glastifolius (pink ragwort), 
old man’s beard, and feral rabbits. 

That MDC introduce a cat licensing 
and microchipping scheme.  

The microchipping of cats was considered as part 
of the Animal Control Bylaw Review in 2019. It was 
not pursued because it was decided that it would 
be too difficult to enforce and there was not an 
appetite for this kind of control generally.   
  
This request would be best addressed as part of 
the next review of Council’s Animal Control Bylaw, 
in 2029.  

Encourage MDC to support local 
initiatives towards reuse and 
advocating for improved national 

 MDC has responded to central government 
consultations in relation to transforming recycling 
in New Zealand. MDC has advocated for and 
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policy on packaging and 
implementation of product 
stewardship schemes.  

supports the inclusion of variable scheme fees to 
incentivise more recyclable and reusable 
packaging to encourage manufacturers to change 
their packaging to sit higher up in the recyclable 
waste category. Council has advocated for 
maximised use of existing infrastructure to reduce 
waste to landfill. Council recommended the 
review of the product stewardship scheme every 
3- 5 years with room for adjustments to factor in 
inflation and other market forces.  
 
Council has advised central government through 
our submissions that the additional costs 
associated with improving product stewardship 
will pass on to consumers, thereby impacting our 
ratepayers. Council has recommended that 
central government provide the needed financial, 
technical and research support needed to 
implement product stewardship schemes and 
other recycling initiatives. 

222   222- Manawatu District 
Ratepayers Association 

Can Council identify innovative 
practices that it is using or will be 
considering, to operate more 
efficiently or sustainably, to reduce 
emissions and save costs?  
  
 
 

 MDC has produced its first greenhouse gas 
emissions report.  We have engaged the services 
of a carbon management company to report on 
energy usage and emissions to enable council 
measure, monitor, report on its emissions and set 
emissions reduction targets for various Council 
activities. Identifying areas of inefficient energy 
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Can Council point to relationships 
with to existing and new 
stakeholders, whether they be 
professional, private or community 
based that promotes innovation, 
increases benefits to the public or 
reduces ratepayer liability  

usage will help Council make better decisions on 
future procurement. 
 
Council partners with Central Demolition to use 
recycled material from concrete crushing 
operations to build roads. The recycled material 
has also been used to construct the access road in 
the middle of Manawatū Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Wetlands project. 
 
MDC is also exploring a partnership with Future 
Post to supply plastic waste currently processed 
through MDC’s materials recycling facility in 
Feilding. This plastic waste can be used by Future 
Post to build posts and fences. 

236   236- Mark Wasley Council must continue to progress its 
strategies and plans, particularly the 
Community Development Strategy, 
Housing Strategy, Walking and 
Cycling Strategy, Waste Management 
and Minimisation Plan 2022–2028, 
Youth Action Plan and Better Later 
Living Action Plan  

 The review of the Community Development 
Strategy is underway. 
 
The Walking and Cycling Strategy guides Council’s 
decision-making with respect to future investment 
in walkways and cycleways and guides the 
prioritisation of requests from the community.   
 
The implementation of the Waste Management 
and Minimisation Plan is underway, with many of 
the initiatives included within the draft LTP budget 
or in applications for funding through the Waste 
Levy. 
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Other strategies will be reviewed and implemented 
in accordance with the Policy and Strategy work 
programme.  

242   242- Horizons Regional Council Horizon’s Regional Council is 
encouraging MDC to provide through 
our LTP for initiatives that increase 
resilience to natural hazards and a 
changing climate, including 
recommended actions from the JCAP 
with funding to implement these.  
HRC also encourages provision for 
FTE to coordinate climate action and 
planning in Council  
  
HRC appreciates the opportunity to 
engage with MDC staff and grow the 
relationships between MDC, Horizons 
and the participating schools and 
centres in the Enviro Schools 
Programme to promote 
environmental education.  

MDC has established a Resilience Fund, which 
puts aside funding in anticipation of unplanned 
climate events. It is expected that a portion of the 
fund can be used to mitigate some adverse 
impacts of climate change. As part of its 
environmental strategic priorities MDC is 
committed to improving our infrastructure asset 
resilience to adverse weather events. 
 
MDC is developing its Environmental Strategy and 
has selected some actions from the Joint Climate 
Action Plan to implement in the strategy. MDC has 
engaged an FTE (Senior Policy Adviser- 
Environment) to enable climate action planning 
within Council. 
 
MDC contributes towards the funding for the 
Enviro Schools Programme as we value this 
relationship. MDC has some suggestions around 
possible future investment by Horizons to support 
Enviro Schools facilities in the wider Manawatū.    

250   250- Ngati Te Au Further collaborations with MDC on 
economic and environmental 
strategies  

 MDC welcomes the opportunity to collaborate 
with Ngati Te Au on our economic strategy and 
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wider district environmental sustainability 
Strategy. 

265   265- RNZSPCA RNZSPCA invites the Manawatū 
District Council to help us achieve 
more responsible cat ownership by 
supporting our Snip ‘n’ Chip 
programme. This programme offers 
subsidised desexing and 
microchipping for people who need 
help with overcoming the cost of the 
procedures. No specific costs are 
included in the submission, but the 
supporting information suggests that 
a campaign funded at $15k per year 
over three years ($45k total) could 
desex 350 cats and prevent 
thousands of unwanted kittens.  

To be discussed with elected members as a 
possible initiative to support. 
 
Amount of funding required still to be determined, 
but up to $15k per year could be made available to 
support this initiative. 
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