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Competition Overview

In February this year the two of us competed in the NZ Junior Young Farmers regional competition held in
Taranaki. We faced 20 other teams in a series of agri-based challenges where we placed second overall,
qualifying us to represent the TaraMan region in the NZ Junior Young Farmers national competition.

This three day event was held in down in Timaru. Here we competed against the top 14 teams from around
New Zealand for the title of Junior Young Farmers Grand Champion. We have both competed at a national
level before so we were aware of what we needed to do in order to prepare.

Leading up to the event, a hint list containing module information had been distributed to us competitors so
we studied this as well as touching up on our fencing skills. We were fortunate to receive advice from
BakerAg to help towards our preparation.

We would like to share with you the highlights of our trip...



Ceremony and Exam

On Thursday afternoon we attended an opening ceremony in Timaru
town center. We gathered with the Young Farmers and Agrikids teams
from our region and we listened to the opening speeches including one
from Damien O’connor, Minister of Trade and Agriculture as well as
the chair of the Young Farmers committee and the City mayor.

After our parade we went to the Timaru Girls high school where we sat a 1 hour exam. This exam included
3 sections; multi choice questions, a maths challenge and an exam. This was challenging under the time
constraint and we found the maths pretty difficult but we answered everything and felt we had done alright
overall.

After this we attended a networking event where we talked with some of the event sponsors including
people in the Agriculture industries as well as Massey and Lincoln university representatives.



Practical

On Friday morning we went to the Winchester Showgrounds where we competed in our speech, modules and
practical activity.

For the practical activity we were tasked with the construction of a planter box, setting up a three wire fence
and planting a fire break in under two hours.
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The planter box was challenging because we had to saw over 50
wooden planks of different sizes to drill together. We managed to do
this but we ran out of time to finish the construction of our box. For the
fire break planting we had to select non-flammable plant species which #
we lay out to form a fire break. The fencing involved the installation of
two waratah posts and then a strainer, crimp, figure 8 knot and '
insulators. We were judged on the overall quality of our work.

We really enjoyed the practical aspect of the competition but were annoyed that we didn't have time to finish
building our planter box!!!



Modules

As part of the practical day we completed seven 15 minute modules run by the event sponsors
Milwaukee

For the milwaukee module we had to use a drill to assemble a
small gate. This was the most difficult module as neither of us
were expecting it.

Massey University

This module involved the identification of parts in both the monogastric and ruminant digestive tracts. We
found this very interesting.

Environmental Protection Authority

We had to discuss South Island landscape changes as a result of farming activities and what steps farmers
can take to reduce the harm that we are having on our environment.



Ministry for Primary Industries

We were asked to identify farm biosecurity hazards and discussed ways to prevent these from entering
farming properties.

Lincoln University

This module was cool because it was very different from the others. We had to correctly perform a
splice graft on an apple rootstock as well as a plant propagation

New Holland

We were asked to sit in a New Holland SideWinder Simulator and
perform tractor and sprayer maneuvers

Ravensdown

This was our favourite module. It covered the identification of brassica crops and their fertiliser requirements.

Overall we really enjoyed the modules and felt that our studying had definitely paid off!!!



Speech

As another part of the competition we had to write and present a 5 minute speech.

Our topic was “How can food producers balance the tension between productivity and sustainability

while still respecting the environment and social expectations around food production ?”

This was hard and we needed to carry out a lot of
research but we managed to practice the speech a lot
leading up the presentation and were really happy

with how this went.




Prize giving

Although we didn't win the title of grand champion, we were really happy with our overall placing of
seventh.

Our final placings for the sections of the competition were (out of 14)
Exam - 4th

Practical - 13th (not our best moment)
Modules - 5th

Speech - 3rd

Jade was named as the contestant of the year, this was a
huge privilege as there was some really tough competition
this year!




Day Out

On Saturday morning all of us contestants were invited to attend a
morning out. We went to a local Dairy farm and we helped riparian plant
a small wetland area.

This was an awesome opportunity for us to catch up with the other
contestants and relax after a stressful couple of days

We managed to plant 1200 native saplings in just over two hours.




Overall we had an amazing experience. We learnt heaps from the modules and
organisers and managed reconnect with contestants we had met in previous
years.

We would like to say a massive thank you to the Manawatu District Council
for providing us with funding which helped with our trip to Timaru, we greatly
appreciate your generosity.
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