
MINUTES MEETING TIME 
COUNCIL THURSDAY 6 MAY 2021 8:34AM 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Council held on Thursday 6 May 2021, commencing at 8:34am in the 
Manawatū District Council Chambers, 135 Manchester Street, Feilding. 

PRESENT: Mayor Helen Worboys (Chairperson) 
 Cr Steve Bielski (via Zoom) 
 Cr Stuart Campbell  
 Cr Shane Casey  
 Cr Michael Ford  
 Cr Heather Gee-Taylor  
 Cr Grant Hadfield  
 Cr Hilary Humphrey  
 Cr Phil Marsh  
 Cr Andrew Quarrie  
 Cr Alison Short  
   
IN ATTENDANCE: Shayne Harris (Acting Chief Executive) 
 Hamish Waugh (General Manager – Infrastructure) 
 Michael Hawker (Acting General Manager – Community and 

Strategy) 
 Frances Smorti (General Manager – People and Culture) 
 Karel Boakes (Acting General Manager – Corporate and 

Regulatory) 
 Rebecca Bell (Strategy Manager) 
 Wiremu Greening (Utilities Manager) 
 John Jones (Roading Manager) 
 Caleb Wolters (Project Engineer – Utilities) 
 Ben Caldwell (Communications Officer) 
 Amanda Calman (Chief Financial Officer) 
 Janine Hawthorn (Community Development Adviser) 
 Mathew Bayliss (Community Facilities Manager) 
 Rārite Mātaki (Principal Adviser – Māori) 
 Aimee Flanders (Infrastructure Support Team Leader) 
 Kylie Iwikau (Executive Assistant – Infrastructure) 
 Sarah Deveau (Infrastructure Support Officer) 
 Abbey Beard (Infrastructure Support Officer) 
 Stacey Bell (Economist) 
 Georgia Etheridge (Policy Adviser) 
 Lisa Thomas (Senior Policy Adviser) 
 Andrew Royds (Compliance and Monitoring Officer) 
 Matthew Mackay (Principal Policy Planner) 
 Kirk Lightbody (Policy Planner) 
 Lorraine Thompson (Executive Assistant – Chief Executive) 
 Katie McKay (Business Support Officer 
 Allie Dunn (Governance Team Leader) 
 Steph Skinner (Governance Officer) 

MDC 21/783 MEETING OPENING 

The meeting opened with karakia.  

MDC 21/784 APOLOGIES  

There were no apologies. 
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MDC 21/785 REQUESTS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

There were no requests for leave of absence.  

MDC 21/786 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held 15 April 2021 be adopted as a true and 
correct record. 

Moved by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

Seconded by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/787 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor Stuart Campbell – Item 11.1 Establishment of Māori Ward for Electoral 
Purposes 

MDC 21/788 PUBLIC FORUM  

There were no requests for public forum.   

MDC 21/789 PRESENTATION - NGA MANU TAIKO MANAWATU DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Representatives from Ngā Manu Tāiko, and the marae, hapū and whānau that they 
represent spoke to Council about their support for establishing Māori Wards. They gave 
a presentation that outlined:  

• Their support for Council’s previous decision to establish Māori Wards; 
• Their gratitude for the removal of the ability for binding polls to be conducted on 

establishing Māori Wards; 
• An excerpt from article by The Spinoff on 4 February 2021 “The Truth about 

Māori Wards;” 
• The inequities in establishment of Māori Wards compared to General Wards; 
• The benefits from strengthening the Māori voice and alignment with the Local 

Government Act 2002 by providing an opportunity for Māori to contribute and 
participate in local government decision-making processes; 

• The aspirations of Māori to be active contributors and a meaningful part of the 
decision-making for their rohe; 

• Their encouragement for Council to continue to follow the changing views of 
society and other Councils that had agreed to establish Māori Wards; 

• How Māori Wards could help to reverse inequities, reconcile the hurt felt from 
the grievances and injustices experienced by Māori, some at the hands of 
previous and current forms of local government, and allow Māori to move 
forward; and 

• How Māori Wards would help in upholding the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi.  
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In conclusion they acknowledged the previous decision of Council to establish Māori 
Wards and asked the Council to once again decide to establish Māori Wards.  This would 
allow them to start the journey alongside Council towards a true partnership model as 
promoted in the Treaty of Waitangi. 

MDC 21/790 NOTIFICATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items of business notified for consideration.  

MDC 21/791 LOCAL ELECTORAL MĀORI WARD 

Report of the Acting Chief Executive dated 14 April 2021 regarding changes made to 
provisions within the Local Electoral Act 2001 relating to the establishment of Māori 
Ward(s) and to consider a recommendation from Ngā Manu Tāiko Manawatū District 
Council to establish a Māori Ward in the Manawatū District for electoral purposes.  

Councillor Stuart Campbell, having declared a conflict of interest, left the meeting at 8:54am. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council receive the report of the Acting Chief Executive dated 14 April 2021 
regarding establishment of a Māori Ward for Electoral Purposes.  

Moved by: Mayor Helen Worboys 

Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

RESOLVED 

That the Council resolve that a decision on establishment of a Māori Ward under 
Section 19Z of the Local Electoral Act 2001 be addressed prior to the next 
Representation Review in 2024. 

Moved by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

Seconded by: Councillor Andrew Quarrie 

CARRIED 

The meeting adjourned at 9:38am and resumed at 9:55am. 

A division was called: 

Voting for the motion - Her Worship the Mayor and Councillors Michael Ford, Grant 
Hadfield, Andrew Quarrie, Heather Gee-Taylor and Steve Bielski 

Voting against the motion - Councillors Alison Short, Shane Casey, Phil Marsh and 
Hilary Humphrey 

Councillor Steve Bielski left the meeting at 9:55am. 

Councillor Stuart Campbell returned to the meeting at 9:55am. 
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MDC 21/792 RECOMMENDATION FROM COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE RE THE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY REVIEW APPROACH 

Report of the General Manager – Community and Strategy dated 28 April 2021 
presenting a recommendation from the Community Development Committee’s 
meeting of 22 April 2021 regarding a proposed approach for the review of the 
Community Development Strategy. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council approve the following approach for the review of the Community 
Development Strategy: 

• Preparing an updated revision in July 2021; and 
• A full review of the Community Development Strategy starting in January 2023 

to be used as an input for the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan. 

Moved by: Councillor Hilary Humphrey 

Seconded by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/793 MINUTES OTHER COMMITTEES – FOR INFORMATION 

There were no minutes from other committees for circulation. 

MDC 21/794 MDC1148 CHURCHER STREET TRUNK MAIN SEWER EXTENSION – TENDER 
AWARD RECOMMENDATION 

Report of the General Manager – Infrastructure dated 8 April 2021 presenting a 
recommendation for acceptance of a tender for construction of the Churcher Street 
trunk main sewer extension. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council accept the tender from Downer New Zealand Limited for 
construction of the Churcher Street trunk main sewer extension and award contract 
MDC1148 for $534,035.28 plus GST which is inclusive of a contingency amount of 
$48,548.66 plus GST. 

Note: This project is funded in part by development contributions and in part by 
depreciation (taken as part of the wastewater targeted rate). 

Moved by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

Seconded by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

CARRIED 
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MDC 21/795 MDC1298 CHURCHER STREET RECONSTRUCTION – TENDER RECOMMENDATION 

Report of the General Manager – Infrastructure dated 28 April 2021 presenting a 
recommendation for acceptance of a tender for Contract MDC 1298-1 Churcher Street 
Reconstruction. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council award Contract MDC 1298-1 Churcher Street Reconstruction to 
Higgins Contractors Limited for the sum of $1,005,121.03 plus GST. 

Note: This project is funded in part by development contributions and in part by 
depreciation. 

Moved by: Councillor Phil Marsh 

Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/796 MDC1092 MANAWATU WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLAN ENTRANCE 
ALTERATIONS – TENDER RECOMMENDATION 

Report of the General Manager – Infrastructure dated 8 April 2021 presenting a 
recommendation for acceptance of a tender for construction of the Manawatū 
Wastewater Treatment Plant entrance alterations. 

RESOLVED 

That the Council accept the tender from Chris Gommans Contracting Ltd for 
construction of the Manawatū Wastewater Treatment Plant Entrance Alterations and 
award contract MDC1092-3 for $561,522.45 plus GST and inclusive of a contingency 
amount of $51,047.50 plus GST. 

Note: This project is funded in from the Feilding Wastewater Treatment Plant Asset 
Renewal (WW2002) budget with funds allocated from Entrance Road Refurbishment 
(102) portion. 

Moved by: Councillor Grant Hadfield 

Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/797 LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL INFORMATION AND MEETINGS ACT 1987 
REQUESTS – APRIL 2021 

Report of the General Manager – Corporate and Regulatory dated 22 April 2021 
presenting requests for information received by Council under the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  It was asked that copies of spreadsheets 
that were sent as part of responses be shared with elected members for information. 

RESOLVED 
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That the report detailing the requests for information received under the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the month of April 2021 
be received. 

Moved by: Councillor Michael Ford 

Seconded by: Councillor Stuart Campbell 

CARRIED 

MDC 21/798 CONSIDERATION OF LATE ITEMS 

There were no late items notified for consideration. 

MDC 21/799 PUBLIC EXCLUDED BUSINESS 

RESOLVED 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

a) Confirmation of Minutes 

That the general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, 
the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific 
grounds under Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows: 

General subject of each 
matter to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Grounds under Section 
48(1) for the passing of 
this resolution 

a) Confirmation of 
minutes re draft 
minutes of 
committees for 
information – Joint 
Strategic Planning 
Committee 25 March 
2021 and Tender 
Award 
Recommendation – 
MDC 1262 Potable 
and Non Potable 
Water Monitoring 
Contract 

Section 7(2)(a) Protect the 
privacy of natural 
persons, including that of 
deceased natural persons 
and Section 7(2)(i) Enable 
any local authority 
holding the information 
to carry on, without 
prejudice or 
disadvantage, 
negotiations (including 
commercial and industrial 
negotiations). 

Section 48(1)(a) - the 
public conduct of the 
relevant part of the 
proceedings would be 
likely to result in a 
disclosure of information 
for which good reason for 
withholding that 
information would exist, 
under Section 7 of the 
Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings 
Act 1987. 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48(1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interests protected by Section 
6 or Section 7 of the Act which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or 
the relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting in public as specified above.  

Moved by: Her Worship the Mayor 
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Seconded by: Councillor Michael Ford 

CARRIED 

The meeting went into public excluded session at 10:44am. For items MDC 21/800 to MDC 21/802 
refer to public excluded proceedings. The meeting returned to open session at 10:46am.  

MDC 21/803 MEETING CLOSURE 

The meeting was declared closed at 10:46am. 

 


